
 Spring symbol cards (print 
on green paper or card)

 Winter symbol cards from 
YMW25

 Seasonal Cycle diagram 
from YMW21

 Zig the Friendly Alien from 
YMW23

 The Spring pictures from 
YMW21

10–15 minutes

SPRING BLOSSOM

Your child can relate aspects of spring and of winter to the appropriate season. 
Your child can recognise symbol cards representing aspects of spring.
Your child can talk about some aspects of spring.

To develop knowledge and understanding of aspects of spring 
To develop knowledge and understanding of animals in spring 
To develop knowledge and understanding of plants in spring
To develop the ability to use symbols as substitutes for real objects
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Bring out Zig, and say that his alien friends were so fascinated by what he told them about Earth Autumn that 
he’s back to learn about Earth Winter turning into Earth Spring now. 

Have your child show Zig the Seasonal Cycle diagram. Ask your child if they remember ‘where spring lives’, what 
season spring follows and why the spring quarter is green. Discuss. Have them point to the green quarter to show 
Zig.

Talk about aspects of early spring, and show the matching symbol cards as you go: the brighter sun making the 
days warmer and the melting ice; new growth (buds on the trees); the days getting longer so that day and night 
are of equal lengths. Ask your child to put these four symbol cards next to the green spring quarter. 

Put out the winter symbol cards from the previous session, and compare the early spring symbols with the 
corresponding winter ones (e.g. the whole sun/the sun partly hidden behind a cloud; tree in bud/bare tree; day 
and night of equal length/longer nights; melting ice/ice). Have Zig continue to actively ‘watch’ everything you do.

Show the picture of the twigs with buds and blossom from YMW21. Ask your child what will grow from the buds. 
Go over the other pictures, and talk about the signs of spring: the growth of spring flowers – first the appearance 
of the green shoots in early spring then, as time passes, the growth of the graceful stems and finally the 
appearance of bright flowers (e.g. daffodils, primroses). Explain that it is better not to pick spring flowers so that 
everyone can share in seeing the beauty of them.

Talk about what happens in late spring. First the fruit trees are in blossom in early spring and as the blossom 
finishes, the flowers die; in late spring, tiny unripe fruits appear in place of the flowers. Talk about the possibility 
of thunderstorms. Finally, talk about the work that people do in gardens in the springtime – digging the soil, 
planting seeds and protecting the new, fragile plants from animals, any further cold spells or other unexpected 
weather.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE



Introduce the symbol cards for late spring to match what you have discussed: a twig with blossom, a thunderstorm, new grass, spring flowers. Have 
your child place them next to the green quarter too, so as to ‘show’ Zig what they are doing.

Play the game ‘Which Season?’

Take all the symbol cards for spring and winter and place them face up on the table. Ask your child to find certain cards from winter or spring and 
hold up the correct symbol card to show Zig. 

SPRING BLOSSOM – continued 
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You and/or your child could dress up as ‘spring’ for this session, as for the other season sessions – wear any spring accessory (for example, a green 
scarf) or a silly spring-themed hat!

If it is the right time of year where you live, make a ‘spring garden’ with your child by planting some bulbs together after this session.

Play the ‘Winter and Spring Memory Game’:

This is best played with another family member too if possible, so that there are at least two players and you as the caller. 

Put both the winter and spring sets of symbol cards together, and shuffle them well. Lay them face down in rows. Explain that the aim is to find the 
aspect of spring or winter that you say (see complete list for your use below), and then say if it is from winter or spring (the colour of the card will help 
them with that). They can only turn over one card per turn. If they get it right, they keep the card and you ask them to find another aspect. If not, they 
must put it back face down and try to remember where it is for when it is needed later. Have the players take it in turns to choose a card and see if it 
represents the aspect that you said. Encourage your child to try to remember the positions of the cards that weren’t the ones needed, and, by 
‘thinking aloud’, model ways of remembering where each card is to help your child develop their deliberate memory skills further. 

The person with the most cards when all cards have been collected is the winner.  

Here is the list of aspects from winter and spring that you will need: Winter – winter sun, snow, snowstorm, snowdrift, ice, long nights/short days 
symbol, bird feeder, bare deciduous tree, evergreen tree; Spring – twig with blossom, thunderstorm, tree with buds, new grass, spring flowers, melting 
ice, spring sun, equal nights/days symbol.
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Print this sheet on green paper or card and then cut out each symbol card separately.
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