
 A toy phone

 Any 9 zoo animal figures or 
soft toys laid out in 3 rows 
like this:

5–10 minutes

WE’RE GOING TO THE ZOO

Tell your child that the zookeeper wants to check on some of the animals in the zoo and so has asked them to 
line up in a certain way. Place the nine toy animals in the ‘zoo’, in 3 rows as shown in the diagram on the left, 
facing position A. But then the zookeeper has to leave in a hurry and so is going to check with his helper by phone 
if all the animals have lined up correctly.

Bring your child to the side marked A and ask them to be the zookeeper’s helper. You will be the zookeeper and 
will ask the helper some questions by phone. Ask them to answer a few questions about their position and the 
position of the toy animals. The answers will either be an animal, your child (because of where they are 
standing/sitting) or no-one. For example:

Who is to the right of the giraffe?  
Who is to the left of the giraffe? 
Who is in front of the giraffe? 
Who is behind the giraffe? 
Who is behind the bear? 
Who is between the giraffe and the fox? 
Who is between you and the bear? 

Then ask your child to move around the table to positions B, C and D in turn, adjusting the direction the animals 
are facing by 90 degrees on the same spot each time, so they are facing your child in your child’s new position, 
and then repeat some or all of the same questions. 

Note: It’s important for the aims of this session to adjust the direction that the animals are facing so that your 
child doesn’t try to answer the questions from the previous viewpoint.  If not, from whichever side they look at it, 
they may answer from the point of view of the animal, from the way the animal is facing, and the answers would 
be the same. 

Your child can answer these questions: 
Who is to the left/right of a particular animal?
Who is in front of/behind a particular animal? 
Who is between two specified animals?

To use the prepositions ‘in front of’, ‘behind’, ‘to the left’, ‘to the right’ and ‘between’ 
correctly
To learn to understand the world from a variety of perspectives
To develop spatial awareness
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If your child knows the letter 
and sound ‘L’, you can have 
them use their left hand to 

make an L (for Left) shape by 
putting their 4 fingers 

together and their thumb at 
90 degrees, to help them 

remember which is left and 
therefore which is right. 
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