
 Two ropes for making a 
wide river

 Two ropes for making a 
narrow river

 Pairs of objects – in each 
pair, one that is wider and 
one that is narrower, for 
example: a wide and a 
narrow sheet of paper, a 
wide and a narrow pen, a 
wide and a narrow piece of 
ribbon, and so on.

10–15 minutes

JUMPING THE RIVER

Jumping the River:

Mark two ‘rivers’ out on the ground/floor using the ropes, preferably outside, some metres apart. One river should 
be wide enough for your child to cross with a small jump and the second about twice as wide so that your child 
needs to be helped over it.

Start some distance away from the narrower river, and tell your child that they are going on a trip to a ‘meadow’. 
When they come to the first river, tell them to cross it without ‘touching the water’. Do not draw their attention 
to the width of the river at this point.

When they have crossed the first river, continue your journey towards the second one. When you get there, they 
will realise that they can’t jump over it without your help. Help them to cross – even though this means getting 
their feet ‘wet’. Again, don’t draw their attention to the width of the river at this point.

When you reach the meadow, talk to them about the trip that they just took. They should be able to say that they 
could jump over the first river easily but it was difficult to cross the second one. Ask them why this was the case, 
and as necessary, draw their attention to the fact that the first river was ‘narrow’ and the second was ‘wide’. Use 
your hands to demonstrate this, changing the distance between them accordingly. Reinforce the language by 
saying: One river was wider than the other. Which one? Yes, that ‘s right, the second river was wider than the first. 
The first river was narrower than the second river. 

Your child can name each of the two rivers ‘wide’ and ‘narrow’ correctly.
Your child can compare two similar objects using the terms ‘wider’ and ‘narrower’ correctly. 

To develop the ability to focus on different parameters of the size of an 
object (width) 
To introduce the concept of wide and narrow
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Wide and Narrow: Look at your pairs of similar objects together. For each pair, talk about one object being ‘wide’ 
and the other being ‘narrow’. Model the language of comparison, using the words ‘wider’ and ‘narrower’ too. 

Ask your child to see if they can find any other objects in the house that are similar but where one is wider or 
narrower than the other. Ask them to tell you what they have found using the words ‘wider’ and ‘narrower’.
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