
 Hen and mice puppets

 Two saucers

 Some rice or other grain

 A plastic beaker to be the 
‘bucket’

 A marker pen

10–15 minutes

THE TWO MICE

The Two Mice (Measuring Capacity with One Measure):

Prepare for the session out of sight of your child – measure two equal quantities of your grain, and place them on 
two saucers. Make sure the quantity that you choose fits in your beaker with room to make a marking of the level. 
If necessary, make the quantities on the saucers look a tiny bit unequal by changing the shape of the piles just a 
little.

Tell your child the story of the two mice on the next page, using actions and the puppets to bring the story to life. 
Act out the parts where they measure and check the quantities, as described in the story – demonstrate the way 
that Henrietta looks carefully at the two quantities before estimating by sight that the piles are equal, and then 
the way that the mice scoop the grain and mark the level in Henrietta's bucket.

When you have finished the story, discuss it with your child. 

Finally, summarise by pointing out that a very good way to measure anything that we can pour is to mark the 
level that it reaches in a container.

Your child sees that we can use a measure of capacity to compare two quantities of a dry 
substance.
Your child is aware that using a measure of capacity to compare two quantities can help to solve a 
practical problem.

To introduce the use of a measure (a container) as a means of comparing two 
quantities of a dry substance
To teach children to compare capacities with the help of measures when solving 
practical problems
To demonstrate the value of a measure of capacity as a means of solving practical problems
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If you feel it would add to your child’s understanding, you could also show them what happens when you 
measure unequal piles in the same container – the bigger pile comes up much higher than the smaller one.



Once upon a time two smart mice called Jos and Leo lived in a barn on the edge of the field. All through the summer, they scurried around collecting 
grain so that they would not go hungry in the winter.

Every day they piled the grains on to two saucers that had been left in the barn. They collected the grains day by day, adding them to one or another 
of the two piles when they came into the barn. Both piles grew steadily, and when the harvest was over Jos and Leo were ready to take a pile of 
grains each.

‘I want that pile!’ said Leo. ’But that's not fair!’ retorted Jos. ‘I worked just as hard as you, and you have chosen the bigger pile! Why should you get 
more grains? I want that one.’

So they started to argue. Their faces grew redder, their voices got louder and it began to look as though the quarrel would never end.

Fortunately for the mice, wise old Henrietta Hen was walking past with the little bucket that she used to fetch water from the pond. ‘What's this?’ she 
said to herself, ‘Jos and Leo quarrelling? But they are such good friends. This will never do.’ So she stopped to ask them what their argument was 
about.

They explained why they were arguing. Henrietta looked at the two piles of grains, comparing them with her sharp little eyes. She started to smile. 
‘Shall I tell them why I'm smiling? No, they won't believe me if I do. Much better to show them why I'm smiling!’

‘Jos, Leo’, she said, 'I can help you to solve this problem if you do as I ask.' The two mice knew how wise Henrietta was, so they agreed to do whatever 
she asked.

'Right‘, said Henrietta. 'This is what I want you to do. See my bucket? Scoop the grains from that saucer into the bucket and use this marker to make a 
mark so you can see exactly how much grain went into the bucket.’ 

Jos and Leo scooped the grains, made the mark, then emptied the grains back onto the saucer.

'OK‘, said Henrietta. 'Now do the same with the grains from the other saucer.’ So Jos and Leo scooped the grains and made a mark. Then they both 
started to laugh.

Do you know why they were laughing? The second mark was in exactly the same place as the first! No matter which saucer they picked, the level of 
the grains was exactly the same.

So Jos and Leo saw that they were arguing for nothing, because whichever saucer they took, they would both get exactly the same amount of grains. 
They smiled at each other and shook paws to say they were sorry for arguing.

'Thank you so much for helping us, Henrietta‘, they said.

THE TWO MICE – Story 
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Cut out each character separately.
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