
 Cassie the Clever Cockatoo 
from L14

 13 Odd One Out cards

 A few trays with a group of  
toys on, with one toy that is 
the ‘odd one out’ on each 
tray (for example: some toy 
cars and a toy helicopter; 
some dolls furniture and a 
teddy bear; some toy cups, 
saucers and spoons and a 
ball)

 Some glasses to be the 
‘odd one out’ glasses (for 
this session and the next 
two sessions as well –
optional)

15–20 minutes

ODD ONE OUT – NAUGHTY TOYS

Note: Your child will likely not have any difficulty with identifying the odd one out. However, this is not the most 
important goal; what is much more significant is helping your child develop the ability to give accurate verbal 
explanations of why a certain object is the odd one out.

Naughty Toys (Modelling the Procedure)

Explain to your child that the day before you set up these trays ready for them to play with, but in the night some 
naughty toys decided to play a trick. They jumped onto the trays because they wanted to see if your child could 
catch them out.

Ask your child to look at the trays. Say: Can you see which ones are the naughty toys – the toys that do not go 
with the others on the tray?

Discuss each tray in turn. Help them to identify reasons why some toys belong in the same group. Help them find 
one word that applies to the group (for example: musical instruments, tea set, toy cars, toy furniture) and finally 
to identify the one that does not fit on each tray and remove it.

It’s Not an Animal! (Justifying our Choices)

Bring out Cassie, and have her show your child the Odd One Out card with the pictures of a rabbit, a hedgehog, a 
squirrel and a suitcase. Have Cassie ‘whisper to you’ and then ask your child: Cassie wants to know if you can you 
look at the card really carefully and say which picture is the odd one out – the one that does not belong with the 
others?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can identify members of a group and the odd one out.
Your child can give the name of the group.
Your child can explain why the odd one out does not belong using words.
Your child can group objects together, based on one essential characteristic that the objects have 
in common and identify the object that does not share this essential characteristic.

To identify an appropriate category name for objects belonging to a set 
To single out one object that does not belong to the set and to be able to explain why
To develop the ability to classify and categorise objects on the basis that they do not 
possess certain characteristics (negation, e.g. those objects that are NOT red) 
To develop the ability to generalise by extracting essential characteristics from concrete examples
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When they have done this, ask why the suitcase is the odd one out. If they say something like, ‘Because it isn’t a rabbit, not a hedgehog and not a 
squirrel’, respond by saying: Oh, then maybe the rabbit is the odd one out because it is not a squirrel, not a hedgehog and not a suitcase. They will 
most likely be surprised and will insist that the suitcase is the odd one out. Ask them what makes them so sure it’s the suitcase. Ask them if they have 
one word that they can use to describe the squirrel, the hedgehog and the rabbit. Help them as necessary to say the category word ‘animal’ or 
‘mammal’ – agree that the suitcase is the odd one out because all the others are animals (mammals) but the suitcase is not.

If your child has any trouble looking and focusing carefully on the pictures, have Cassie give your child the ‘Odd One Out Glasses’ to ‘help them look 
more carefully’.

Odd One Out – Picture Problems

Choose another of the Odd One Out cards, have Cassie whisper to you again and then say: Cassie is asking for you to look at the pictures on the cards 
– they are all different! But three of them go together and belong to the same group, meaning you can use one word to name all three. The other 
picture does not belong. It is the odd one out. Can you tell me which one is the odd one out, what is the word for all the others and why the odd one 
out is different?

Repeat until you have completed all the Odd One Out cards, encouraging your child to verbalise the common characteristic of three of the objects 
and why the fourth object is different (not just stating which object is the odd one out):

3 species of fish and a duck
3 mammals and a bird
3 fruits and a vegetable
3 items of clothing and 1 of footwear
3 wild animals and a farm animal
3 items of furniture and a cup
3 items of footwear and a hat
3 tools and a musical instrument
3 types of dog and a cat
3 African animals and an Arctic animal
3 types of tree and a flower
3 species of flower and a mushroom

ODD ONE OUT – NAUGHTY TOYS – continued 
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