
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘The Apple Orchard in 
Summer’ set up beforehand: 
A yellow background, white 
clouds, orange sun, 2 green 
trees with light green apples 
on, some flowers and red 
berries among green grass, 
and some butterflies with 
‘lost wings’

 Felt baskets for ‘collecting’ 
berries and later apples (red, 
yellow and orange semi-
circles cut from your extra 
felt sheets – see next page)

 Felt pieces for an extra tree 
like the ones above

 Small red, yellow and orange 
circles for the ripe apples

 Short and long thin brown 
felt pieces for constructing 
ladders (see next page)

15–20 minutes

HARVESTING THE APPLES

Show your child the ‘Apple Orchard in Summer’, and talk to them about it. Encourage them to name and 
describe the things that they can see, for example big apple trees, little green apples (unripe apples), flowers, 
butterflies and berries in the grass.

Butterflies: Tell them that in summer, many butterflies live near the orchard and they enjoy flying among the 
trees. But some butterflies are very sad, because they have lost their wings.

Point to a butterfly with missing wings (i.e. two circles on one side of the body). Say: Let’s help the butterfly to 
find it’s missing wings and put them back on. Now let’s do the same for the rest of the butterflies – let’s give 
them all back their missing wings! Remind them that butterflies are very beautiful and have delicate wings, so 
they must be gentle. To summarise, say: Great! All the butterflies have their wings now. They are all flying happily 
in the warm sunshine, and they are all grateful. 

Berries: Now point to the berries in the grass and explain that they are edible, red, ripe, juicy and delicious, so it’s 
time to pick them. Tell your child: All the red berries must be put into baskets, so that we can take them home, 
wash them and eat them for tea.

Remind your child: The berries are very juicy. If you squash the berries, you will get sticky hands, and we won’t 
have enough delicious berries to eat. So you need to pick the berries very carefully!  Show them how to ‘pick’ the 
berries (i.e. the red circles) from the grass and ‘put’ them into the felt baskets. When they have finished, 
encourage them to check the grass in case there are any berries they did not find still hiding in the grass.

Summarise by saying: There were lots of lovely berries in the grass, and now there isn’t a single one left! All the 
berries are in the baskets. What a lot of berries for tea – yum, yum!

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can talk about and transform a model of reality successfully in collaboration with you.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever increasing range of language to describe 
objects, and to express their thoughts and feelings.
Your child can work both independently and collaboratively, and admires their completed work.

To develop understanding of transformation (opposites and sequences)
To review previous sessions while developing a detailed model of an orchard before and during harvest time (a 
physical representation that can be remembered, visualised and referred to as an aid in organising thought)
To modify and complete images – by varying features and recognising a feature as part of the whole
To develop artistic symbolisation – to use colour, rhythm and symmetry to produce an expressive image
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Ripening apples: Explain to your child that some time has now passed. In front of your child (but without saying anything), start to replace 3–4 of the 
green circles on one of the apple trees so that it now shows some red ‘ripe apples’ among the green ‘unripe apples’ and ask your child why they think 
you are doing this. If necessary, explain that the apples have changed colour; that once they were green, but now those ones are ripe and ready to eat; 
we know they are ripe because they have changed colour.

Similarly, replace 3–4 green circles on the other tree with yellow circles, explaining to your child about different apple varieties (show them the wide 
range of varieties that are grown next time you go to the market or supermarket too). Add a third tree together, for another ‘variety’ of apple, and put 
orange circles on it. Then put some ‘ripe red apples’ on the ground, explaining that when apples start to fall off the tree, it is a sign that they are ripe 
and ready to pick.

Once you’ve done that, explain that it is time for all the apples to ripen in the felt picture and become sweet, juicy and delicious to eat. Ask your child 
to transform all the apples so that everyone can see that they are ripe and ready to be picked. Work together to replace all the green unripe apples 
with red, yellow and orange ripe apples.

Then place a felt semi-circle ‘basket’ next to each tree; the basket should match the colour of the circles substituting for ‘ripe apples’ on that tree.

Harvest time: Explain that now that the apples are all ripe, it is time to harvest them. We need to pick them, but there is a problem. Ask your child if 
they know what the problem is, and, if necessary, explain that apple trees are quite tall, and we cannot always reach high enough to pick the apples. 

Ask your child if they can think of a way to solve the problem: What would make it easier to pick apples from the top of the tall trees? Agree that a 
ladder for each tree would be ideal. Start to build a ladder against the first tree, using long, thin, brown felt rectangles as substitutes for the frame and 
shorter, brown felt rectangles as substitutes for rungs. Leave some extra gaps so that the ladders have ‘missing rungs’. 

Point out that the ladder is broken as some of the rungs are missing. Show your child how to use felt strips to ‘repair’ the ladder by adding ‘rungs’ and 
ask them to help you mend the ladder. Now construct a ladder together against each of the other trees, and, when they are done, emphasise that we 
can now climb up the ladders to pick ripe apples from the highest branches of the apple trees. Ask your child to help ‘pick’ all the ripe apples and to 
‘put’ them in the right baskets. Finally, ask them to check that there are no more ripe apples left on the trees.

Encourage your child to admire their work. 

HARVESTING THE APPLES – continued 

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

CM19


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

