
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 6 cubes, 1 long board, 1 
short board and 1 brick

 6 bricks per child

 Access to the full block set

 Stencil set (per child)

 Your laminated blank 
Three-View Scheme sheet 
from C38, or 7+ copies of it 
(per child)

 Graff the Dog from C34

 Pencil and red pencil 
crayon – per child

 A pair of ‘architect’s glasses’ 
(optional – per child)

20+ minutes (see notes at end)

GRAPHIC DRAWINGS

Block Stencils (Drawing a Three-View Scheme of a Cube – Freehand or with a Stencil)

Explain that Graff the Dog wants to know how to draw building blocks correctly. Ask your child to help you show 
him. Show them a cube and remind them of the three views of it – Camera Shot, Bird’s Eye View and Nosy  
Neighbour – front-, top- and side-views. Ask your child what they need to draw to show the front-view of a cube (a 
square). And the top-view? (also a square). And the side-view? (another square!). Conclude that from now on, 
whenever we need to draw a cube – whether from the front, the top or the side – we know we need to draw a 
square.

Give your child their glasses (if using), a blank laminated or paper Three-View Scheme and a pencil/marker, and 
ask them to draw the cube in front of Graff – tell them that they can draw freehand, by drawing an outline 
around a cube, or by using a stencil.

If they use the stencil, they need to choose the correct slot. They can check by placing the cube’s faces against 
the slots and noting that all the cube’s faces fit the square slot.

Ask your child to explain their drawings to Graff the Dog. If there are any mistakes, have Graff muse aloud about 
discrepancies between accurate and inaccurate representations to prompt self-correction. Have your child make 
any corrections using a red pencil, as before, so that the correction is obvious.

The Cube – A Unit of Measurement

Introduce your child to the concept of the face of the cube (a square) being a unit of measurement, first by taking 
a cube and comparing it to the size of a brick in front of your child. Demonstrate how the brick is twice the 
length of one cube and half as wide (as in the first image on the next page), and then say: The face of the cube 
can be used to measure something. So we can call it a unit of measurement. We can say a cube is ‘one unit’ long. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To provide practice in using stencils to draw accurate graphic representations of building 
blocks
To practice using stencils as a tool for drawing representations of building blocks on a 1:1 scale 
To practise drawing Three-View Schemes of bricks and cubes, i.e. a representation of the same 
block from the front-, top- and side-views
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Your child can draw the faces of a building block on paper freehand or by drawing round it.
Your child can use stencils to create graphic drawings of building blocks.
Your child can draw Three-View Schemes of blocks with a stencil.
Your child can use the cube as a unit of measure, and understand that a long board is therefore ‘6 
units long’ and a short board is ‘4 units long’.



Show how you can use one square face of a cube to measure a long board (as in the second image below). Agree with your child that the long board 
is 6 units long. Then measure the short board in the same way (as in the final picture), showing how it is 4 units long.

Explain to your child that this unit of measurement can be very helpful. It can help us decide which block to use when we are building something.

This Way, That Way and the Other Way

Show your child a brick, and explain: Although bricks and cubes are both members of the block family, the brick is very different from the cube. When 
we look at a cube we can look at it from the front, from the top, from the side – it does not make any difference as all the views look the same; they are 
all the same size and they are all squares. But when we look at a brick, all the views are different, as you already know.

Give your child six bricks. Ask them to place the bricks in a row on the table in six different positions (as they did in the previous session), so that when 
all the bricks are in place they can see a camera shot of every brick face. Then give them the laminated Three-View Scheme or six photocopies of it. 

Ask them to look at the first brick that they have lined up. Model how to draw its front-, top- and side-view on the Three-View Scheme, in line with 
each other, like in the picture here showing how they are lined up with dotted lines:

When your child has understood what to do and the first example is completed and correct, have them erase it if using a laminated copy, or take 
another blank Three-View Scheme and repeat the activity for the positions of the other five bricks in turn. 

If they find the task difficult, you can help them to complete their Three-View Scheme by drawing round the front, top and side faces of the bricks as 
seen in different orientations (instead of using the stencil).

Draw The Very Different Brick (Drawing a Three-View Scheme of a Block Using Stencils)

Your child will most likely now be ready to create their own Three-View Schemes of other blocks too. Depending on their current understanding, 
speed of working and motivation to play/work in this way as an ‘architect’, choose one or more additional blocks to do now – or leave them for 
another day, as if it were an independent session. Having your child do the Three-View Schemes for a cylinder, a prism, a cone and an arch with each 
in their most typical, stable position would be ideal, but if they love this ‘work’ and want to do more then you can vary the position of those blocks 
and repeat the graphic drawings. And/or, have them do a cuboid, a half-cube and a quarter cube too. There are lots of possibilities to explore!

GRAPHIC DRAWINGS – continued 
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