
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 6 bricks and 1 small 
triangular prism (per child)

 Access to the full block set

 Stencil set (per child)

 A blank Three-View 
Scheme per child 
(laminated as needed a lot 
in the next session too or a 
copy of it)

 Graff the Dog from C34

 Six Brick Positions sheet 
(per child)

 Pencil, a red pencil crayon 
and another coloured 
pencil – per child

 Some A4 sheets of paper 

 Some ‘architect’s glasses’ 
(optional – per child)

15–20 minutes

CAN YOU ‘WRITE’ IT? CAN YOU DRAW IT?

This Way, That Way and the Other Way:

Give your child six bricks. Have Graff ask them to place the bricks in a row on the table, but in six different 
positions – when all the bricks are in place, they must be able to see a different ‘camera shot’ i.e. front-view, of 
every brick face. If necessary, help them get started by taking one brick and showing them one of the possible 
ways of placing it on the table. For example, the long, narrow face as the front-view, as shown with the first block 
here:

When they have finished with all six bricks, give your child the Six Brick Positions sheet and a pencil. Have Graff 
ask them to draw lines with a coloured pencil to match each 3D picture with the correct Three-View Scheme. 

To support them in doing this, draw their attention to the dotted lines between the front-view and top-view. 
Explain that an architect uses these lines to help match the position of the blocks in the two views. If they 
struggle with this, encourage them to put on their architect’s glasses (if using) and place their bricks on a blank 
copy of the Three-View Scheme before adding the connecting lines. Once they have finished, help them to find 
any mistakes and to use the red-coloured pencil to correct any. Ask appropriate questions to prompt self-
correction if possible.

Make Us a Bedroom:

Put away three of the bricks. Point to the remaining bricks and explain: These bricks are triplets who have come 
on a visit to the block family. They want to stay overnight, but they don’t have a bedroom. Each of the bricks likes 
to sleep in a different way. One likes to sleep on its front, one on its side and one upright on its bottom.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To introduce a simple procedure for drawing a brick’s faces
To foster the ability to recognise a brick in a three-view scheme, whatever the orientation 
To provide practice in using stencils to draw accurate graphic representations of building blocks
To introduce freehand drawing or stencils as a means of recording the front-view of a new structure
To develop the ability to modify a structure in response to modifications made to the original diagram
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Your child can draw the faces of a building block on paper freehand, or by drawing round it.
Your child can use stencils to create graphic drawings of building blocks.
Your child can draw front-view diagrams of their structures, either freehand or with a stencil.
Your child can modify their diagrams to show an added feature.



Show your child how to make a ‘bedroom’ for the triplets, so that each has its own ‘comfy bed’. Do the first one to model what to do and let your child 
do the other two beds – put each brick into the position it likes to sleep in, and draw directly around the face that is flat on the paper. Remove the 
blocks so your child can see the ‘beds’ clearly. Then ask your child to ‘tuck the triplets into their beds’ by putting each brick exactly on top of the 
drawings that you and they have done.

Pretend that the bricks are now making a bit of a fuss and explain: The triplets have all changed their minds now! Pointing to an appropriate brick in 
turn, say: This one would prefer to sleep on its side, this one on its front and this one upright on its bottom. Ask your child to move each brick, turning 
them so that each can sleep in a different bed.

Meeting the Stencil:

Explain: Graff the Dog is sad because he finds it very hard to draw the shapes of the blocks. His paws are wobbly and he thinks his drawings are 
untidy. Can you tell him he does not need to feel sad any more? Clever architects have invented something to help everybody to draw the shape of 
the blocks more easily. They call it a ‘stencil’!

Give your child their architect’s glasses (is using), their set of stencils and a small triangular prism. Ask them to see if they can find the slot that 
matches its triangular face, and then to find the slots that match its other faces too.

Can you draw it? (Drawing Front-View Detailed Diagrams of a 3D Structure)

Give your child access to the full set of building blocks, and ask them to make one structure consisting of three blocks. Create a three-block structure 
yourself too – unless you have more than one child doing this session, in which case each child should build and draw their own structure. For 
example:

When they have finished building, admire the structures and comment on how different they are. Think of someone you both know who isn’t present 
right now who you could say would be really interested to see what you and they have built (a family member or a friend who works in construction 
or as an architect, for example). Explain that you would love to be able to show that person the construction work your child has done, but 
unfortunately you can’t just leave the bricks out for ages as you need to tidy up. Ask your child if they can think of any way they could put the blocks 
away and still be able to show the person yours and theirs brilliant work. Agree that if you both make front-view diagrams of your work, you will both 
be able to remember what you built. They could show this person and anyone else the diagrams, or use those diagrams to rebuild the structures.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

CAN YOU ‘WRITE’ IT? CAN YOU DRAW IT? – continued 
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Give your child a pencil and a sheet of paper. Ask them to draw the front-view of each of their structures, one drawing/structure on each sheet of 
paper. They could draw freehand or use the stencil to help. Point out that the blocks in their diagrams must be connected to each other, because 
otherwise anyone who looks at the drawing will think the blocks are ‘flying in the air’. Draw your own structure too, modelling how to do it and 
musing aloud about what you are doing and why.

Check their drawings, taking care to ensure that blocks are not ‘flying in the air’ and prompt them to notice and correct any mistakes. Use the red 
pencil for this – ask your child to use it to correct any mistakes. Have them check your drawing.

Dismantle the structures and put the blocks away. Summarise that even though the structures have gone, we can remember them because we still 
have the outline diagrams to remind us.

To end, say: I bet we/you could build each other’s drawing now as a way of checking them! Let’s do it! Swap drawings and have your child build what 
you or another child drew. Check for accuracy together.

Change the Drawing – Change the Structure:

Give the diagrams back to the ones who drew them. Ask them to add one more block to their drawing (do the same yourself on your drawing).

When they have finished, they must find a real building block that corresponds to the block that they have just drawn. Put the real block in the right 
place on the actual structure. Check the drawing and the structures again for any discrepancies.

CAN YOU ‘WRITE’ IT? CAN YOU DRAW IT? – continued 
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