
 Photos of different snakes

 The story of ‘Rikki-Tikki-Tavi’ 
by Rudyard Kipling (there 
are readings on YouTube if 
you don’t have it)

 A video of a snake showing 
it’s typical behaviour (from 
YouTube)

 A sheet of white A3 paper 
(per child) 

 A selection of paintbrushes 
in different thicknesses

 Black, white, yellow, blue 
and red paint

 A mixing palette/tray and 
water

20–25 minutes

SNAKES IN THE GRASS

Start by reading ‘Rikki-Tikki-Tavi’ by Rudyard Kipling to your child.

When you’ve finished, talk to your child about snakes – where they live, how they move and how they feed. Look 
at the pictures provided and the video that you’ve prepared. Talk about the features that are obvious in the 
images – the texture of their skin, their patterns, their colours, their tongues, their teeth, the shapes of the heads 
and their eyes.

Explain how some snakes are poisonous and some are not – these ones are harmless. Explain that brightly 
coloured snakes are often the poisonous ones – their bright colours and patterns help them stay camouflaged or 
warn their predators or humans to stay away. Also, most poisonous snakes have pupils that are oblong, that look 
like small slits, rather then eyes with round pupils. Many poisonous snakes also have triangular-shaped heads.

Explain that if you’re out in the wild in some countries, it’s important to know the how to tell if they are 
poisonous or not, to keep yourself and others safe. 

Tell your child that they are going to paint a picture called ‘Dangerous Snakes’. Ask them how they can show the 
snakes are dangerous, i.e. poisonous (by using bright colours and patterns, narrow ‘slit’ eyes and triangular-
shaped heads).

Ask your child to create a background by painting the paper in shades of green to represent the grass. Encourage 
them to use brush strokes to create textured grass and some bright and colourful flowers, for example. Model 
any part of this that you think is necessary for your child.

When their background is dry, ask your child to paint a picture of two dangerous snakes in the grass, as you 
discussed above. Help them as necessary to choose and make the colours for their snakes, and help them decide 
how to organise their pictures. 

Emphasise the use of brush strokes rather than an outline for creating the textured image. If necessary, model 
how to use brush strokes to create a textured look to represent the scales on the snakes’ bodies. 

Your child can paint a picture of a pair of dangerous snakes in the grass.

To create a painting of brightly coloured snakes in grass
To use brush strokes to create a textured image
To use colour to symbolise mood
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