
 Two houses with paths –
one with a path slightly 
shorter than the other 
(don’t let your child see 
these next to each other)

 Rabbit, Squirrel and 
Hedgehog puppets

 Blu-Tack or similar

 A piece of string or ribbon, 
a thin stick or straw and a 
strip of paper – all about 
30cm long

 A pair of scissors and a fine 
marker

10–15 minutes

WHICH PATH IS LONGER?

Note: Using Blu-Tack or something similar, stick the two houses with paths down on a table or floor, no less than 
one metre apart, before you start. Hide the hedgehog under the house with the shortest path. Ensure your child 
doesn’t see what your are doing or see the paths lying next to each other as you set this up. 

Then start the session by telling your child this story and moving the rabbit and squirrel puppets accordingly:

One day, Roger Rabbit decided to visit his friend Harry Hedgehog. He knew Harry lived in a house in the woods 
but was not sure which house he lived in. On the way he met Sammy Squirrel. 
‘Oh, Sammy!’ he said. ‘Can you help me? I'm looking for Harry Hedgehog's house, but I'm not exactly sure which 
way to go.’

‘Of course I can help you’, said Sammy. ‘First you must walk to the woods at the end of the road. Just where the 
road ends and the wood starts, you will see two paths. One of the paths leads to Harry Hedgehog's house. But be 
very careful, because the second path leads to Wally Wolf's house. He's a very mean and nasty animal, especially 
when he's hungry – and I'm sorry to say, he's ALWAYS hungry!’
"I don't want to meet Wally Wolf’, cried Roger Rabbit. ‘Isn't there some way to make sure I choose the right path?’
‘Well,’ said Sammy, ‘one of the pathways is shorter than the other and Harry lives in the house with the shorter 
path.’

Roger thanked Sammy and went on his way, thinking as he hopped along the pavement about how he could 
check which path was shorter.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use a conventional measure to compare the length of two paths.
Your child can use the information to solve a practical problem – which path leads to the 
hedgehog and which to the wolf.
Your child can use size vocabulary in a meaningful context.
Your child can discuss and try out strategies for comparing the length of two paths.

To introduce the concept of a conventional measure and the value in using it
To practise comparing the lengths of two objects that cannot be superimposed or 
put next to each other using a conventional measure
To encourage the use of size language, e.g. long/short, longer/shorter
To promote problem solving by experimenting
To promote experimentation and flexibility – finding different solutions to the same problem
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Produce your Roger Rabbit puppet or toy, put on a voice and have him say, ‘I don't want to be Wally Wolf's breakfast! (Your child’s name), can you 
help me work out which path is shorter, please?’

Give your child time to think about different ways of solving the problem and to try them out. They will likely want to compare the paths visually, 
using familiar procedures (superimposing one on another, or putting them adjacent to each other). However, in this situation, they cannot solve the 
practical problem using these familiar procedures.

Discuss their ideas. They may suggest a new method of comparison – using a conventional measure, e.g. a strip of paper, a piece of string or a stick. If 
they don’t have any suggestions, ask them if they could think of anything they could use to lie against each path and if they can think of something 
they can do with it to help them see which path is longer.

Give your child the strip of paper, the piece of string or a stick/straw, a pair of scissors and a pencil. Ask them if they can show you how to solve 
Roger's problem. Watch them try out ideas for comparing the paths with a conventional measure, praising any successful strategies such as marking 
the straw or string, or cutting it to match the shortest or longest path.

PHOTO

If necessary, model a correct procedure, verbalising the problem and its solution as you demonstrate it. For example, with the strip of paper: 

We can't move the paths so we can't put one on top of the other or one next to the other to check which one is longer. 

Instead we could use a strip of paper like this. We can put the paper against one path, and make a mark on it to show how long that path is. Then we 
can put the paper against the other path. We can make another mark on it to show how long this path is. 

Now we can use the scissors to cut off the extra piece, so our strip of paper is exactly the same as the shorter path. The path that is as long as our 
paper now is the shorter path, the path that is longer than our paper is the longer path. 

Now we know for sure that if Roger Rabbit goes down the path that's as long as our paper he will find Harry Hedgehog and not Wally Wolf!

Have your child show Roger Rabbit which path is shorter, which path is longer and direct him to Harry Hedgehog's house. Have Roger Rabbit thank 
them before he goes off to find his friend. When your child takes Roger to Harry’s house, slide Harry out from under the house to greet his friend.

WHICH PATH IS LONGER? – continued 
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Cut out each animal separately.
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