
 Pictures of 2 houses (with a 
small difference in height)

 A small doll or figure 
(Hayley)

 2 strips of paper, 2 pieces of 
string/ribbon, and 2 
sticks/straws, each 30cm 
long

 Scissors, a fine marker and 
some Blu-Tack or similar

 A small balloon shape cut 
from a post-it note

10–15 minutes

WHICH HOUSE IS TALLER?

Stick the two house pictures on a board or a wall, well apart so your child can’t directly compare them. Now tell 
your child this story:

Hayley was very excited! She had an invitation to Nikki’s birthday party. Nikki said, ‘You'll be able to find my 
house quite easily. It's at the end of the road that goes past the village Post Office. When you get to the end the road 
you will see two very similar green houses. My house is the taller one.’ The day of the party arrived and Hayley set 
off. She was very shy and she did not want to go to the wrong house. She was worried she would make a mistake. 
As she walked to Nikki's house, she started to worry about how to tell which house was taller. How could she 
make sure she found the right house?

Have Hayley ask your child to help her find the right house. Ask your child to give their ideas about different ways 
of solving the problem and to try them out. Listen to their ideas and then give your child a strip of paper, a piece of 
string and/or a stick, a pair of scissors and a marker. Ask them to show you how they could solve Hayley's problem. 
Watch and guide them with questions, if they need support. 

If necessary, model some or all of a possible correct procedure for your child, verbalising the problem and its 
solution clearly. You could do this with one strip of paper and scissors, as you did in ‘M9 – Which path is longer’, or 
using two strips of paper as in this example: 

We can't move the house so we can't put one on top of the other or one next to the other to check which one is 
taller. Instead we can use a strip of paper like this. We can put the paper against one house, lining it up at the 
bottom of the house, and make a mark on the paper to show how tall the house is. Then we can put it down in front 
of that house so we don’t get mixed up. Then we can then put the other strip of paper against the other house and
make a mark on it to show how tall that house is, and lay the paper in front of it. Then we can slide our two strips of 
paper next to each other, lining up the bottom of them, and easily see which is shorter and which is taller. We know 
that the house that Nikki lives in is the taller house so it is the one that is here behind our longer strip of paper!

Then ask your child to put the balloon on the taller house so Hayley can see which house has the party. Bring Hayley 
to the house. She knocks on the door, and if it is the right house, thank your child for helping her find the party. If it 
is the wrong house, she helps your child check their measuring procedure and place the balloon on the right door.

Your child can use a conventional measure to compare the height of two houses.
Your child can use size language, e.g. long/short, longer/shorter, tall/short, taller/shorter, in meaningful contexts.
Your child can suggest different solutions to the same problem.

To practise comparing the heights of two objects that cannot be superimposed 
or put adjacent to each other, by using a conventional measure
To encourage children to solve problems by experimentation
To reinforce the use of size language, e.g. tall – short, taller – shorter
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