
 Drawing sheet – you’ll
need one for each child

 A pencil and an eraser (for
each child)

10–15 minutes

ONE MORE, ONE FEWER

Drawing Dictation ‘One More, One Fewer’: Give your child the sheet with drawings of different objects.  Explain that you 
are going to tell them some short stories and they will need to follow what you say to draw ‘one more’, or ‘one fewer’, or 
‘one less’ than what is drawn there already, or ‘as many as’, or ‘the same number of’ or ‘an equal number of’. Don’t use 
numbers at all in your wording. Encourage them to draw the objects in line vertically, to help them easily compare their 
drawings to the one above (see photo above). While they are drawing, check to confirm that they have understood the 
concepts of the wording that you have used and repeat the wording as necessary,

Say: Let’s do the first one together as an example. Point out the first red rectangle, top right, and say: Yannick went to the 
shop by the beach and saw these balls there. Point to the top row of balls. Then say: When he went back the next day, 
there was one ball fewer than the day before. Point to the blank row underneath and ask: Can you draw the balls that were 
in the shop the next day? Can you draw one ball fewer than the balls above? 

Continue with the following stories, pointing to the row that each story refers to and the place where your child should 
draw, until they know what to do without your guidance:

2. When Sally looked out to sea at lunchtime from the hotel window, she saw this boat. But in the morning, she had seen 
one more. Can you draw one more boat to show the number of boats Sally saw in the morning?

3. Ben found these edible mushrooms in the woods but his sister Janine found an equal number of mushrooms. Can you 
draw an equal number of mushrooms to show what Janine found?

4. Josh drew some lovely flags on his castle. Brandon ran out of time and so drew one less than Josh on his castle. Can you 
draw one less flag to show what Brandon drew?

5. Rami and Noga were setting up a toy forest with little wooden trees. Rami used the number of trees shown here. Noga
used as many trees as Rami. Can you draw as many trees as are shown above, to show what Noga used?

6. Savana and Yolanda were painting a picture together of some cute beach huts. Yolanda painted this number and 
Savana painted one more than Yolanda. Can you draw the number of beach huts that Savana painted? 

7. Benet and Ivana were practising drawing suns at school. Benet got tired quickly and only drew these suns. But Ivana 
managed to do one more than Benet. Can you draw one more sun, to show how many Ivana drew?

8. There were this number of people in the bakery waiting in line to buy bread. But one person got fed up of waiting and 
left. Can you draw one person less, to show how many people were waiting in the bakery line now?

Your child can use and understand the mathematical phrases ‘as many as’, ‘one more than’, ‘one less 
than’, ‘one fewer than’ and ‘an equal number of’ in meaningful contexts.
Your child can draw one more than a given set of objects, one fewer than a given set of objects and 
an equal number of objects, on request.

To practise matching two sets of objects exactly using one-to-one correspondence
To demonstrate the value of one-to-one correspondence in completing practical tasks 
To reinforce the use of mathematical language – as many as, more than, fewer than, 
less than, an equal number of, the same number as, as many as.
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You can play many 
variations of this game using 
sets of different objects, e.g. 
plants and plant pots, cups 
and saucers, bats and balls, 
dolls and dresses, hats and 

hat pegs, squirrels and trees, 
eggs and eggcups etc.
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