
 20 picture cards – 4 houses, 
4 trucks, 4 playgrounds, 4 
bridges and 4 picnic areas

 10 silhouette cards

 A prop such as a suitable 
hat, some glasses or a 
children’s magnifying glass, 
for playing the role of a 
detective (optional but 
highly recommended)

5–10 minutes

SILHOUETTE DETECTIVES

Play the game ‘Silhouette Detectives’:

Explain to your child that today they are going to be a detective and play a game called ‘Silhouette Detectives’. 
Explain that a detective is someone who has to look very carefully at different things in order to find out or 
discover something about a person, or about something that has happened. So, for example, the police have 
detectives. Detectives have to have a really good eye for detail, which means that they have to notice very small 
things that some people would miss or not notice at all. Then give your child the prop to put on or hold, if using.

Show your child one of the house silhouette cards. Say: The police need to go to the house that looks exactly like 
this one. Can you help them work out which house it is? Put out all four house picture cards and encourage your 
child to compare each. Ask them: Can you find the house picture that matches the silhouette exactly? If 
necessary, remind them how detectives have to look really closely to spot the details. If they get it wrong, ask 
them questions about the features to enable them to check their own work and find their own mistake. Put the 
pair of pictures to one side, as in the image above.

Then show your child the second house silhouette card, explaining: The police need to go to this other house in 
the afternoon. Can you also find the actual house that matches this silhouette, to help them? Support your child 
as before, if necessary; once correct, put the pair of cards to one side again. 

Now repeat the process, one at a time, with each of the two silhouettes of the trucks, the playgrounds, the 
bridges and the picnic areas. Give a creative reason each time, for example that the police need to find this one 
specific truck out of the four in a car park, go to this specific playground tomorrow, find this specific bridge to put 
up a safety sign and go to this specific picnic area to find someone. 

When your child has finished, recap on what your child has done well – spotting the small differences and 
noticing the fine details. Then tell your child that they should be really proud of themselves for being such a great 
detective and helper to the police.

Your child can correctly match pictures to silhouettes.

To analyse real objects using schematic images
To home in on differences and discrepancies
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Cut out each silhouette card separately.
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Cut out each picture card separately.
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