
 5 schematic outline cards –
one roof; one roof and one 
tower; two roofs; three roofs; 
one roof and two towers

 A set of 3 house cards for 
each schematic outline –
once printed and cut up, 
keep each set of 3 house 
cards together with a 
paperclip for ease of use in 
the ‘Find the Difference’ 
game

10–15 minutes

BUILD A STREET

Show your child the five schematic outline cards and explain: An architect has designed these five lovely styles 
of house. Streets all over the world are often built with the same style of house on them. There might be small 
differences, but the main style on each street is often the same. For example, some of the houses built in a 
certain style on one street might have a different shaped roof, or they might be taller or not as tall as some other 
houses in the street, or the houses built in one style might be wider or narrower than the other house in that 
street. Some of the houses in a street that are built in the same style might be built a different way around too!

Play ‘Find the Difference’: 

Say: Let’s have a look at some of the houses that were built in one street following one of the architect’s designs. 
Take the set of house cards with one roof, and show your child one of those cards together with the schematic 
outline card for one roof, like this:

Ask your child what difference(s) they can see between the schematic outline from the architect, and the actual 
house that was built. If they can’t spot the difference(s) spontaneously, use questions to prompt them. For 
example: Is the roof exactly the same? Is the width of the house exactly the same? Ah, no, you’re right, this house 
that was built is a little wider than the schematic outline from the architect! Well spotted!

When your child has identified the difference(s), show them the second house card for that schematic outline, 
and then the third house card, and repeat the process each time.  

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can find the differences between the houses and the schematic outlines.
Your child can match detailed pictures to their schematic outlines to build streets.

To develop the ability to compare real objects with their schematic images 
To enable children to use schematic images to analyse real objects
To develop self-regulation and concentration
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Remind your child: Although the three houses that you have just seen have some differences, they were all built in the same style, according to the
architect’s schematic outline – in this case they all have one roof. 

Now take the set of house cards with one roof and a tower, and show your child one of those cards together with the schematic outline card for one 
roof and a tower, like this:

As before, ask your child if they can spot the difference between them. Support them with questions as previously. Repeat for the other house cards 
for this schematic outline.

Then repeat this entire process with the other three schematic outline cards and the house cards that go with each of them.

Build a Street:

Distract your child briefly so they don’t see you, and take the paperclips off the house cards and mix them all up. Leave them spread out and face up. 

Explain to your child: Now we need your help as a builder to build the houses in the right streets! Remember, all the houses on each street have 
something in common, for example they all have one roof. 

Model building the houses in the first street for your child – those with one roof. Comment aloud about how you are looking through the pile to find 
the houses with just one roof, to put together on the street with the schematic outline card that shows a house with just one roof. When you have 
found them, lay them out on the floor in a space like this, to make the ‘street’:

Pretend that you have just had a phone call from the local council and they want you to do an inspection of the streets in about ten minutes. Ask your 
child to continue building the right houses on the right streets, choosing one schematic outline at a time to work with and laying it out with the three 
houses in the matching style in a space on the floor, while you get ready to do the inspection. Only if necessary, ask your child questions to help them 
focus on whether the house cards have one, two or three roofs, or a roof and a tower, or two roofs and a tower, and to ignore the other details that 
make each of the houses different. Encourage them to continue until all five streets have been put back together. 

Remind them that it is now your job to inspect the streets and look for any mistakes. Ask your child if they want to help you. Move around the five 
streets one at a time, talking aloud about what you see, helping with any corrections needed and congratulating your child on each correct street. 
Help them to summarise what they have done and how they found the common design element in each, for example: So to build the right houses in 
the right street, you searched through all the house cards and found the three that match each schematic outline from the architect. Well done! 

Note: The ‘Build a Street’ activity above can be made easier, if you feel your child may find it difficult, by reducing the number of house cards that they 
have to choose from. For example, instead of all 15 cards, you can put out just 6 – 3 correct ones and 3 from another street. You can also do this if, after 
trying with all 15 cards, you feel you need to simplify the activity for your child. You can always repeat it with all the cards later.

BUILD A STREET – continued 
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Cut out each of the four cards separately.
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Cut out each of the four cards separately.
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