
 The three Bears

 3 baskets of berries

 1 sheet of A3 paper

 5 toy animals or figures 

10–15 minutes

WHERE IS THE BASKET?

Tell your child this short story to set the scene:

This is the story of the three bears when they went into the forest to search for berries. Daddy Bear had a great 
big basket and filled it from the biggest bush, Mummy Bear had a middle-sized basket that she filled from the 
medium sized bush, and Baby Bear had a tiny little basket that he filled from a tiny little bush.

Lay out the bears on the A3 sheet according to the image on the right. Put out the baskets 
of berries one by one, saying: Here is the great big basket in front of Daddy Bear. Here is 
the middle-sized basket in front of Mummy Bear, and here is the tiny little basket in 
front of Baby Bear. It should now match the image top right.

Continue with the story: But suddenly Baby Bear was very sad because he didn’t want the tiny little basket! So he 
gave Mummy Bear the small basket, so Mummy Bear gave Daddy Bear the medium-sized basket, so Daddy Bear 
gave Baby Bear the big basket!

Ask your child: Can you move the baskets so that Baby Bear has the right basket in front of him, Mummy Bear has 
the right basket in front of her, and Daddy Bear has the right basket in front of him?

Use questions to prompt your child where necessary, until the order is correct (see right), 
for example: Why is the big basket in front of Mummy Bear? Didn’t Daddy Bear give it to 
Baby Bear? Which basket should Mummy Bear have in front of her?

Continue with the story, but this time suggesting that Daddy Bear is not happy with his basket, or Mummy Bear is 
not happy with hers, so that the characters need to swap baskets again. Make sure you use the words in front of 
whenever possible.

Your child can use the preposition ‘in front of’ correctly and can name one figure or object that stands ‘in front of’ another.

To develop spatial awareness
To demonstrate the correct use of the preposition ‘in front of’ and allow 
opportunities for practice
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Use the same concepts and vocabulary in a different context. Ask your child: Can you line up your toy animals/figures one in front of another? Then ask 
some questions, for example: Who is standing in front of A? Who is B standing in front of? Who is in front of D? Then include some behind questions, as 
well as in front of. You could ask your child to invent a short story or reasons why they have to move around. Then ask some more questions. You could 
also do this activity with family members.
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Cut out each of the bears separately, with only a small amount of white showing. 



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd VS4

Cut out each of the baskets of berries separately, with only a small amount of white showing. 
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