
 The three bears from VS1 

 Four green trees and one 
house

 Substitute shapes for the 
bears, the house and the 
trees

 Two A3 sheets of paper

 Some brown paper

10–15 minutes

THE THREE BEARS

Before you start, lay out the trees, the green circles that represent them, the house and the brown rectangle that 
represents it on your two sheets of A3 paper exactly like this, and put them out in this order in front of you:

Going Home:

Tell your child: The three bears are coming to visit, and they have some puzzles for us to solve. But we’re not 
going to let them catch us out, are we?

Point to the houses (the house, and its substitute shape on the other sheet) and say: Look, this is where the bears 
live. I wonder where they are? Watch carefully and see if you can find them...
At that moment, arrange the three strips that represent the bears on the left-hand sheet as shown below: 

Then say: The strips show us where the bears are. They represent the bears. Let’s see if we can put the actual 
bears in the right places on the other sheet. Can you tell me which strip is Daddy Bear? And which strip is Baby 
Bear? And which strip is Mummy Bear?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use the correct substitute strips to represent the bears, and sequence the strips in the given order and direction.
Your child can use the word ‘behind’ correctly.

To teach children to use substitute shapes to represent real objects
To reinforce the correct use of the preposition ‘behind’, and provide opportunities for 
practice
To place figures correctly in relation to a reference point (the house or the forest)
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When they have identified the strips correctly, ask your child to place the actual bears on the right-hand sheet. Check that they arrange the bear 
figures facing the right way and in the right order, according to the substitute strips on the left-hand sheet. It should look like this:

Then ask some questions, for example: Where are the bears going? Which bear is first? Who is behind him/her? Who is behind Baby Bear? What do 
you think the green circles represent? 

Going to the Forest:

Take the brown strips and the brown rectangle off the first sheet and put them to one side. Say to your child: The bears are going to the forest now. 
Baby Bear is in the lead, as he is so excited to go and play in the forest! Mummy bear is right behind him, and Daddy Bear is behind Mummy Bear.  
Can you see how to put the substitute shapes that represent the house and the bears in the right places to show this? 

If they need support, start by putting the house over to the left of the sheet and see if they can then put the strips that represent the bears in place 
and in the right order (see the image on the left below). 

As a way of modelling how to check if everything is correct, explain that you are going to match the substitute shapes to the actual pictures of the 
house and bears to see if it all looks right. Put the actual house and bears in place, one piece at a time, on the right-hand sheet (see image above on 
the right), commenting aloud as you do it. For example: So the house must go here over on the left, as the rectangle that represents it is over to the 
left. Then the bear closest to the forest must be Baby Bear as you’ve put the smallest strip there. Oh yes, that matches the story! Then Mummy Bear 
behind him, as that is the next smallest strip, and Daddy Bear between the house and Mummy Bear – as he is behind the others. 

THE THREE BEARS – continued
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Now repeat the activities above with the bears arranged in a different order, going back and forth between the house and the forest, for example 
saying that they need to pop home again because they forgot their water bottles so they all turn around to go back home, but Baby Bear runs to be 
first, then they go back to the forest again but this time in a different order and so on. Be as creative as you want, giving ‘excuses’ for having the bears 
go back and forth!

Ask your child to create the scenarios with the substitute shapes and to check them with the actual house and characters on the other sheet. 
Support them in flipping over the brown strips to show the direction the bears go in, as necessary.
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Cut out the pine trees and the house.
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Cut out the green circles, the substitute shapes for the pine trees, and the brown rectangle, the substitute shape for the house. 

Use the three brown strips, the substitute shapes for the bears, as a guide to cut out identical shapes from your brown paper (so that they are brown on both 
sides and can be turned over to indicate a different direction in the activity).
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