
 The characters, the seed and 
the enormous turnip

 7 popsicle sticks for the 
puppets and 2 balls of Blu-
Tack for the seed and turnip

 The same teddies/dolls as used 
in the previous session (to be 
the audience)

 A puppet theatre – this can be 
a large box with a large 
rectangular hole cut out of it, a 
cardboard front with a 
rectangular hole or simply an 
opening you have between 
rooms in your house. You 
could also have fun creating 
this with your child, adding 
curtains and so on, so they can 
use it for other playtimes –
search ‘cardboard box puppet 
theatre’ images on the internet 
for ideas!

 An area for the audience to sit

15–20 minutes

ENORMOUS TURNIP – Dramatisation of the story

Preparation and rehearsal: Tell your child that today they are going to put on a puppet show of ‘The Enormous 
Turnip’. Tell them that the audience will be here in a minute but they will get a chance to rehearse first, as all 
performers do to make sure they do the best job they can of a performance. Show your child the puppet theatre that 
you have created and the puppets. Explain how you will be the narrator, and they will use the puppets and their own 
voice to act out the story.

Remind your child of what makes a good puppet theatre performance: Remember that we must use clear, loud voices, 
lots of expression in our voices and gestures or actions to show how the characters are feeling. We must also make sure 
that the puppets are always facing the audience so that they can see clearly what is happening.

Talk about the different characters in the story; practise some appropriate actions for the puppets and voices together 
for each one. For example: ‘Grandmother, can you come and help me pull up this enormous turnip please?’ in a deep, 
masculine voice. They can make up words for the other characters to match the story, in appropriate voices. For 
example: ‘Ahhh, it’s too big, it won’t move!’

Do your rehearsal – narrate the story in your own words (don’t read it) and encourage your child to move the puppets 
and speak for each as appropriate. For example, you say: ‘There once was a Grandfather who wanted to grow a turnip. 
So he planted a little turnip seed in the soil in his garden.’ Make sure your child brings on the puppet of the 
Grandfather and the small seed, and pushes it out of sight as if it was going into the soil (stick it to the frame of the 
‘theatre’ you have created with Blu Tack, facing the audience). 

When your child is ready, have the teddies/dolls arrive one by one and ‘take a seat’ in the area you have set up for the 
‘audience’. Have them comment on how excited they are, especially after the wonderful storytelling show a few days 
ago. You may want to get a video camera set up too!

Acting out the story: Retell the story in your own words, as you did in the rehearsal. If necessary, prompt your child 
with a whisper when it is time for them to move a puppet or to say a line, and help them to speak as expressively as 
possible. At the end, have the audience cheer and clap. If you feel your child is ready to tell the full story themselves, 
you could have the audience ‘demand’ to see the show again and offer to swap roles with your child.  Give your child 
feedback on their performance, offering praise for specific things done well. 

Your child can pretend to be different characters in the story, performing using appropriate 
voices, intonations and actions.
Your child can stay in role to act out the story.
Your child can speak the correct lines at (more or less) the correct moments in the story.

To develop the ability to take on a role – to use appropriate voices, intonation 
and actions to represent different characters and their emotional states
To develop self-regulation – the ability to stay in role and say the correct lines at 
the correct moment
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Cut around each of the characters and stick each onto a popsicle stick to make the puppets.
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Cut around each of the characters and stick each onto a popsicle stick to make the puppets.
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Cut around the seed and the turnip. 

Show your child how to put Blu-Tack on the front of the 
bottom of the seed and the turnip so they can be stuck 
onto the frame around the bottom of your ‘theatre’ 
window, facing the audience at the appropriate time in 
the story.
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