
 The set of 8 Episode Models 
from SG29

 Some teddies/dolls for an 
audience

 A piece of paper and a 
pencil

10–15 minutes

ENORMOUS TURNIP – Verbalisation Activities

Guess and Retell the Episode: Put out Episode Model 7 and set up a small audience with some teddies and/or 
dolls. Model for your child, by commenting as you go, deciding which episode the card represents. Talk to 
yourself aloud to help show how you draw out the details of that episode, for example: Which episode is this? 
Well, who are the characters? Ah, yes, there are six red rectangles so this must be the episode with six of the 
characters pulling at the turnip!  Then retell the episode in your words.

Now ask your child to do the same on another Episode Model. Put out a different Episode Model and ask your 
child to identify it, asking them gentle prompt questions to help where necessary: Which episode is this? What 
characters are there? What’s happening?  Then ask them to retell the episode in as much detail as they can for 
the audience.

Repeat the process, taking it in turns, with a few of the other Episode Models. It’s not necessary to do all of them.

Transformations and Opposites: Talk to your child about the transformations represented in the story. Establish 
the differences in size and strength between the characters in the different episodes: e.g. big – smaller – smaller –
the smallest; decide who is the biggest, the smallest, the strongest, and the weakest. Draw their attention to the 
order of the characters coming to help Grandfather pull up the turnip being in size order. 

Talk about the transformation of the turnip and do a quick sketch on paper to match the words to describe the 
turnip in each of the following, as a visual support: small seed – big turnip; tiny – bigger – bigger again – eventually 
enormous; light – heavier – heavier – heavier – heavy enough to make a huge amount of dinner.

And the Message of the Story is…: Remind your child that many stories have a moral – a lesson that can teach us 
something. Tell them this story asks us to think about the importance of co-operation. For example: Was Mouse 
big or small, strong or weak? Was it possible to pull out the turnip without Mouse? What is the mouse’s part in 
the story? When we have a problem to solve, all of us, even if we are very small and weak, may have a very 
important job to do. When you work as a team, everyone has a role – sometimes the smallest needs to go last, but 
even so, it can be an important role.
Note: Decide how much discussion to include on this last point, depending on your child’s age/level. You could 
talk about other examples of this moral and/ or examples of your family working as a team to achieve things. 

Your child can recognise and interpret substitute shapes correctly.
Your child can retell some story episodes fluently using Episode Models as prompts.
Your child can understand the themes of size and strength in the story.

To hone the ability to remember and retell the story accurately using external 
mediators (substitute shapes and visual–spatial models)
To develop cognitive skills – recognise and identify transformations (opposites)
To develop understanding of the message (meaning) of the story
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As before, to maintain your 
child’s motivation for retelling 

the episodes, you could put 
on voices for the teddies/dolls 

and have them ‘ask’ 
questions to elicit more detail 
from your child. Make it funny 

and say things that 
encourage your child to give 
more information about that 

episode, and correct any 
audience ‘misunderstanding’.
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