
 10 bees and 10 daisies

 Strip of green card – about
15 cm by 70 cm

 ‘Flight of the Bumblebee'
by Rimsky-Korsakov
(available on YouTube)

 A favourite teddy

10–15 minutes

BEES AND DAISIES

Bees and Daisies: Put your strip of green card out to be the meadow, and tell this story:

Once upon a time, in a meadow near a village, there grew lovely white daisies (put 9 daisies on the strip of card 
while you are talking). There were many daisies! Soon, some hungry bees came buzzing over to the flowers. There 
were many bees! (put out 10 bees close to the flowers at random). They saw the daisies and longed to collect 
sweet nectar from the flowers! Each bee landed on a daisy (move the bees to the daisies, one at a time). But look! 
This bee does not have a daisy!

Why do you think this has happened? Are there more bees or more daisies? (wait for your child to think and 
answer). That is right. There are more bees and there are fewer daisies. There is 1 more bee than there are daisies. 
That is why 1 bee did not get a flower.

The 1 bee with no daisy was very sad. ‘What am I going to do now?’ she cried. ‘Where can I collect sweet nectar?’ 
The other bees told her about another meadow full of flowers on the other side of the village. The bee thanked 
them and flew away. Ask your child to ‘fly’ the bee with no daisy across to the other side of the room, as if going 
to the other meadow. 

Now there were as many daisies as there were bees, and each bee had its own daisy. They all sipped the sweet 
nectar.

One of the bees was best friends with the bee that had to go to the other meadow to find a flower. She started 
to feel sad. ‘I miss my friend’, she said, and so she flew away to find her. Have your child ‘fly’ her away as before.

Can you tell me now – are there more bees or more daisies? (wait for your child to think and answer). That's right, 
now there are more daisies and fewer bees. There is one bee fewer than there are daisies.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use superimposition to compare a set of bees with a set of daisies.
Your child participates co-operatively in roleplay.
Your child can use one-to-one correspondence to match bees to daisies.
Your child can use the phrases as many as, one more than, one fewer than, an equal number of in meaningful contexts.

To practise comparing two sets of objects by superimposition
To demonstrate the value of one-to-one correspondence in completing practical tasks 
To practise matching exactly two sets of objects using one-to-one correspondence
To reinforce mathematical language, e.g. as many as, more than, fewer than, less than, an equal 
number of
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Collect up the 10 bees and the 9 daisies for the next activity, and leave the ‘meadow’ out.

Act it Out:

Ask your child to plant 10 daisies in a row in the meadow. Then ask them: Are there a few daisies or many daisies in the meadow? (many daisies!). 
Leave the 10 daisies in place, and get the 10 bees ready. 

Play 'Flight of the Bumble Bee' as background music, and talk to your child about the music and how it represents the movements of bumblebees. 

Remind your child of the story: The sun is shining, it is warm and the hungry bees are flying around looking for daisies. Ask your child to act out the 
story – to put 1 bee on each daisy. When they have done it, say: How many bees are there? As many bees as there are daisies. Encourage them to 
repeat both the question and the answer with you. Then say slowly and emphatically: There are an equal number of bees and daisies – so every bee 
gets a flower and every flower has a bee on it. Yay!

Now move the bees around, saying they like to have a break from eating sweet nectar, and leave them randomly out in front of you. Then distract your 
child for a second and take 1 daisy away. 

Then explain that when you stop the music, they should help all the bees to sit on a daisy again, a bit like in ‘Musical Chairs’ from session M7. Once 
you’ve done it, talk about the 1 bee that is left without a daisy. Ask your child why they think that happened and encourage them, by repeating the 
phrase casually and in a fun way yourself, to say that ‘there are fewer daisies than bees now’ and that ‘now, there aren’t as many daisies as bees’. 

BEES AND DAISIES – continued 
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One More Bee or One Daisy Fewer:

This time use between 5 and 9 daisies; the more daisies, the greater the challenge. Set up teddy to watch, saying he wants to see what’s going on. 

Ask your child to plant the daisies in a row in the meadow. Then give your child some bees, either one more bee than they have daisies or one fewer. 
Tell them that their bees are looking for nectar. Ask them to help every bee to find a daisy. Ask them to predict: What do you think will happen? Will 
all the bees have a daisy or will all the daisies have a bee?

When they have placed all their bees ask them: Do you have one more bee than daisies? Or do you have one more daisy than bees? Have teddy 
‘comment’ that he doesn’t understand – can your child repeat it clearly for him? Ask your child to tell their teddy if they have ‘one bee fewer than 
there are daisies’ or ‘one daisy fewer than there are bees’.

Repeat with a different number of daisies and bees.
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Cut out each of the bees and daisies.
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