
 Prepared sheet for creating 
the prompt

 An image of 5 coloured 
flowers 

 5 stick people drawn on a 
whiteboard (preferable) or 
large sheet of paper like this:

 A pencil and a ruler

 Coloured pencils (red, blue, 
purple, yellow, orange)

 A blank sheet of A4 paper

10–15 minutes

WHO IS THE HAPPIEST? 

Tell your child that the stick people on the board/paper are friends and these are their names – Don, Sunita, Ann, Kate, 
Ben. Write the initial of each name under each figure. Give your child the prepared sheet and a pencil. Ask them to copy 
the initial letters into the boxes in the same order.

Then tell your child this story about the stick people: These stick people are all different in a way that you can’t see. Do 
you know what the difference between them is? One of them is happier than all the others. One of them is sadder than 
all the others. Some stick people are happier than some, but not as happy as the others.

Ask your child if they can think of a way to record who is the happiest, who is the next happiest and so on. If necessary, 
suggest drawing lines of different lengths to represent degrees of happiness, reminding your child of the lines they drew 
to show the ages of the aliens. If they suggest another logical way, you can do that too but encourage them to also use 
lines, as this is what a scientist, for example, would do. For each point, discuss with your child and guide them, as 
necessary, on how long the line should be. Then start by saying:

• Ben is the least happy. Ask your child to draw a vertical line (short) under Ben to show that he is the least happy. 
• Kate is happier than Ben, but not as happy as the other stick people. Ask your child to draw a line under Kate.
• Sunita is happier than Ann, Ben and Kate, but not as happy as Don. Ask your child to draw a line under Sunita.
• Ann is happier than Ben and Kate, but not as happy as the rest. Ask your child to draw the line under Ann.

Finally, ask your child who is the happiest, and what will be special about his line (Don is the happiest and therefore his 
line should be the longest). Ask your child several questions, for example: Who is happier than Ann? Who is less happy 
than/not as happy as Sunita? 

Your child can draw lines of an appropriate length to represent the relative happiness of five stick people.
Your child can create a seriation row from smallest to biggest.
Your child can create and use a prompt to 

To use substitute shapes to create a visual model of an invisible relationship 
(relative happiness) from a complex verbal description (sequential dictation)
To practise using initial letters to identify a schematic representation of a child
To understand that we can order by qualities other than size
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Flowers in the Pot: Katya planted five seeds, each in a different flower pot. After some time there was a flower in every 
pot: red, blue, orange, yellow and purple (show the picture). Tell your child that Katya has a problem for them to solve. 
Give your child the coloured pencils and a sheet of paper. Katya wants you to guess which flower grew taller than all the 
others after three weeks. She said that the blue flower grew taller than the purple one, the yellow taller than the blue, 
the orange taller than the yellow and the red taller than the orange. Your child should be able to spontaneously solve 
this problem by drawing lines of different lengths in the colours of the flowers on the sheet. Help them to draw a 
horizontal line first and space out the lines representing the height of the flowers.
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