
 5 aliens

 Game sheet (you’ll need 
one for each child doing 
the session)

 Blu Tack or similar

 A whiteboard (preferable), 
or a large sheet of paper

 A black marker

 A pencil

10–15 minutes

WHICH ALIEN IS THE OLDEST?

Which Alien is the Oldest?

Stick the five pictures of the aliens in a row on a large sheet of paper or a whiteboard with Blu Tack, and draw a 
horizontal line under them (see the red line above). The best option for most children is to put them in the age 
order given in the scenario below (see the order in the image above too). However, to make the task more 
challenging for an older or more advanced child, you may wish to put the aliens in random order.

Say to your child: Can you hear these aliens?! They have been arguing with each other for hours now – they want 
to know who is oldest, who is next oldest, who is next, who is next and who is youngest. But they just can’t work 
it out. Can you help the aliens?

Sequential Dictation – Making the ‘Prompt’:

Explain to your child that you will tell them everything you know about the ages of the aliens and that they are 
going to draw lines to show which is oldest, and so on. Ask if they can suggest a way that they can use the lines to 
do this. If they suggest using different colours, say that you have only got a black marker. Agree that you can use 
the length of the line to show age – a longer line means older and a shorter line means younger.

Ask your child to listen to the information about the aliens and draw lines of an appropriate length on the board 
or sheet to represent that information under each one. The lines are drawn downwards from the picture to 
enable you to prompt your child to increase the length of the line that they have drawn, if necessary. For 
example: Do you think that line is long enough for the oldest alien? 

When they are ready, start the ‘dictation’:

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use their prompts to indicate which alien is older.
Your child can draw lines of appropriate length under the appropriate alien, to represent the relative ages of five aliens.
Your child listens attentively to the verbal descriptions of the aliens.

To practise making a seriation row
To discover that we can order by qualities other than size
To develop listening skills – listen attentively and follow implicit instructions
To use substitute shapes to create a visual model of an invisible relationship (relative age)
To create a visual model of a complex verbal description (sequential dictation) using a seriation row of lines
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• The alien with one eye and one antenna is the oldest. Give your child time to draw a long vertical line underneath the correct alien. 

• The alien with three eyes and two antennae is younger than the first alien, but older than all the rest. Give your child time to draw an appropriate 
line. If they draw a line that is too long, or the same length as the first line, use questions to help them rectify the error themselves, for example: Do 
you think that line should really be that long? Is this alien younger than the first or older? Would it be better to have a longer line for an older alien, 
or a shorter one? Continue to prompt them to erase part of the line so that in the end the second line is shorter than the first line drawn.

• The alien with two eyes and three antennae is younger than the first two aliens but older than the rest. Give your child time to draw an appropriate 
line. Guide them with questions as before, if necessary. 

• The alien with three eyes and four antennae is the youngest of all. Give your child time to draw an appropriate line. Guide them with questions as 
before, if necessary. 

Now ask your child which alien doesn’t yet have a line (the one with four eyes and one antenna). Ask them to tell you what length of line you will need 
to show this alien’s age (longer than the line for the youngest alien, but shorter than all the rest) and then draw it.

Which Alien is the Oldest? - Summarising the Information Given by the Prompt:

Now your child can use their prompt to tell the aliens who is older and who is younger.

Ask them to show the aliens what they know about the order of their ages. Prompt and support as necessary (they know that the first alien is the 
oldest, the second alien is younger than the first alien but older than the rest, the third alien is younger than the first and the second aliens but older 
than the rest, the fourth alien is younger than the first, second and third but older than the fifth, and the fifth alien is the youngest of all).

Which Alien Is Older? – Using the Prompt

If you have more than one child doing this session at once (use a teddy or doll if not), put them into a pair and say, for example: You are the first alien 
and you are the second alien. Who is older? Repeat for any other pairs of children and for other pairs of aliens. 

Then give your child a game sheet and a pencil. Ask them to circle the older of the two aliens in each pair shown. Comment on this as they do it, 
modelling looking at the length of the lines on the prompt on the board or large sheet to check each pair’s relative ages as necessary. ‘Think aloud’ by 
making comments like: Oh yes, that line is shorter than that one so that alien must be younger.

At the end, thank your child on behalf of the aliens for helping them to sort out their disagreement.

WHICH ALIEN IS THE OLDEST? - continued
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Cut out each of the aliens separately.



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd L5


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4

