
Note: If your child hasn’t had the opportunity to experience a colder climate and winter turning to spring with 
the contrasts that provides (the cold and ice, and springtime thawing), watch some videos about this before 
doing this session. 

Talk to your child about the coming of spring as you did in EM23: it comes at the end of winter, the days start to 
get a bit warmer, the sun shines brightly; snow starts to melt; in many cold places you can see icicles hanging 
from the roofs of the houses.

Read this poem by Judy Holder about icicles and any others that you have chosen: 

At my window I sit and stare; icicles are everywhere.
From the rooftops drip drip drop! Watch them melting, they can’t stop! 
Ice to water, melting away, on this sunny, springtime day.

Look at the house with the icicles you pre-prepared. Talk about icicles hanging from the roofs of houses, and the 
drops of water dripping off the icicles as they melt in the bright, spring sunshine.

Ask your child to help you finish the house – have them tell you what they need, discuss as appropriate and cut 
out or choose the pieces as they request them. 

Then show your child how to place water drops (i.e. a vertical line of blue circles) one by one directly beneath an 
icicle to show it ‘melting in the warm sun’. Trace the projected line of the dripping water with a finger, and place 
water drops at regular intervals along the projected line. Ask your child to copy you. As they do it, say this short 
rhyme: Out comes the sun, to brighten the day, and all of the icicles drip, drip away.

When all the icicles are melting (i.e. each icicle has a row of water drops directly beneath it), ask them what 
happens to the water next. Agree that the water collects in puddles on the ground. Ask them to help you make 
the puddles – gather up the water drops and group them on the ground.

Encourage your child to admire their work and appreciate the springtime changes that they have shown through 
their creation. 

FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘Icicles’ set up: A background 
with an unfinished house 
with some jagged icicles 
hanging from the roof (use 
your extra felt sheets as 
before to cut the shapes and 
sizes you want)  

 Small blue circles

 A suitable poem about 
icicles from the internet 
(optional)

 Images of icicles from EM23

10–15 minutes

ICICLES

Your child participates enthusiastically and actively for the whole session.
Your child uses the construction material functionally i.e. they know what the felt shapes represent, and where and how to use them.
Your child can work independently or with you to transform a picture of icicles.
Your child can use an agreed procedure to add a representation of melting ice.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform a picture of icicles
To use an agreed procedure to add a feature (melting ice)
To know about seasonal changes 
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