
Start the session by showing your child the photos of real patterned rugs/carpets, and drawing their attention to 
any patterns that you have on your rugs/carpets at home. Encourage them to touch any you have, and talk about 
the textures, colours and repeating patterns in all the rugs and carpets that they have seen.

Then tell your child this short story: An elderly carpet weaver, called Asim, was working on three new carpets for 
a customer. He drew his designs first (show the three orange carpet paper cut-outs) and started to make each 
one (show the felt board you pre-prepared with the unfinished carpets on), but then he became tired and 
needed to rest. He is worried because the customer will be coming to pick them up soon and they aren’t ready. 
Can you help him by copying his designs and finishing the three carpets? 

Point out to your child: See how there are three carpet plans and that each has a different pattern? All the 
patterns are made up of purple circles and/or green squares, but all the patterns are different, because the 
arrangement of circles and/or squares changes in each one. Now show your child the picture of the orange 
carpet plan with only purple circles on it. Discuss the repeating pattern together, and ask your child which of the 
felt carpets they think was going to be in this design. Then ask them to copy the pattern of circles to finish off 
that carpet to help Asim.

Then ask them to choose one of the remaining plans, and discuss the pattern. Ask them to recreate it on the felt 
board as before. Repeat for the last remaining carpet. If your child makes mistakes, ask questions to guide them.

When they have finished and all the felt carpets match the weaver’s designs, pretend to take a phone call from 
him. Tell your child: Asim said he is so grateful for your help that you can make yourself a patterned carpet to 
take home too! Give your child the fourth orange square of felt and offer them to create a new pattern using 
more purple circles and green squares. Allow your child to work independently, but encourage them to cover the 
whole surface of their carpet, including the corners and the middle, and to use a repeating or symmetrical 
design to make it the most beautiful that they can. 

When they have finished, talk to them about all the carpets and ask them which one they each like the best. End 
by admiring all the beautiful carpets with their beautiful patterns.

FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘Beautiful Carpets’ set up 
beforehand: A dark 
background, with 3 squares 
of felt for carpets (cut from 
your extra sheets) and a 
pattern started on each 
according to this picture:

 Purple circles and green 
squares for the patterns 

 An extra orange square for a 
fourth carpet (one per child)

 Photos of patterned carpets 
and rugs from around the 
world

 Plans of patterned carpets

10–15 minutes

PATTERNS ON THE CARPET

Your child participates enthusiastically and actively for the whole session.
Your child can work both independently and cooperatively to create and recreate carpet patterns.
Your child participates in discussion and answers your questions.
Your child takes pride in their carpet patterns.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform carpet patterns
To use a given procedure to identify colours and shapes 
To work cooperatively
To look carefully at beautiful everyday objects
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Cut out each of the three carpets separately.
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