
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Access to all the blocks

 6 pictures of 3D model 
structures

 Talking and listening 
symbol cards

 A screen – for example, a 
large board between you, 2 
cardboard boxes with one 
side cut out or on the other 
side of a wall from each 
other

 A toy truck

15–20 minutes

DRIVER AND BUILDER

Driver and Builder: This activity needs two people – you and your child, another family member who knows the blocks and 
your child, or two children doing the program (any third child can check on their co-operation and swap for the next turn). 
One is the Driver, the other the Builder. The Builder asks for blocks and builds the structure shown in a drawing; the Driver
collects the ordered blocks and checks that the completed structure matches the one in the drawing.

Give the Builder one of the six pictures that shows all three dimensions of a structure (an axonometric projection) and tell 
them not to show it to the Driver. Ask them to study the drawings carefully so they can tell the Driver which building blocks to
collect from the Builder’s yard. The Builder must tell the Driver the names of the blocks (e.g. cuboids, cubes, etc.), and how 
many to collect. The Builder does not need to order all the blocks in one go; they can send the Driver back for another delivery. 
When the blocks arrive, the Builder builds the structure and then shows the drawing to the Driver so he can check it.

Ask the Driver to use the toy truck to collect blocks from the Builder’s yard. If the Driver forgets the instructions, they can come 
back and ask the Builder to repeat them. At the end, ask the Driver to check that the building matches the one in the drawing.

Summarise what they have done with detailed positive feedback on instances of politeness, respect, and co-operation that you 
heard and saw, for example: Nick and Christy built this lovely house with a fence. Nick, you studied the drawing carefully, and 
you told Christy exactly which blocks to bring. Christy, you listened so well that you had no difficulty finding the right blocks 
and you checked Nick’s building when he had finished it. So you helped each other to make sure the house and the fence look 
exactly like the drawing. I also noticed how polite you were to each other; Nick, you said ‘please’ when you asked for the blocks 
and ‘thank you’ when Christy gave them to you. Well done!

Exchange roles, and repeat the activity with a different drawing – you should do at least four of the drawings in total. You will 
need to re-use the blocks from the structures to do them, so you may want to allow your child some time to play with each 
structure before dismantling it for the next drawing.

Your child can ask for exactly the right building blocks to build a structure shown in a drawing.
Your child can find the building blocks requested or stated.
Your child uses the language and tone of polite requests.

To foster communication skills and practise attentive listening
To practise making and responding to requests politely
To develop the ability to provide relevant information
To practise naming and describing the building blocks correctly
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I Say – You Build, You Say - I Build: Put a screen between yourself and your child (or between 
two children doing the program). One will be the Teacher and the other the Student. The Teacher 
builds a simple structure behind the screen and comments on which blocks they use and where 
they put them. The Student listens carefully to the comments and tried to build the same 
structure. Use the lips and ear symbol cards to remind each of their role – only one talking and 
the other listening. When the Teacher’s structure is complete, they reveal it and let the Student 
compare their structure to it. Model talking politely about any mistakes and why they may have 
happened. Then change roles and repeat the game.
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Cut out each block picture card.

HP
Line
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Cut out each block picture card.
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Cut out each block picture card.
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Cut out each symbol card and place them next to the Teacher (talking) and Student (listening) to remind them of their role in the second activity. 
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