
 Photos of robins – one with 
smooth feathers and one 
with ruffled feathers

 Pictures of feathers (optional)

 A selection of feathers –
preferably a range of 
different colours, sizes and 
textures (or you can use the 
pictures provided, but we 
recommend you use at least 
one real feather so that your 
child can feel its texture)

 2 sheets of light-coloured, A3 
paper

 Charcoal or soft, thick pencils

 Dark paint, water and 
brushes

15–20 minutes

DISHEVELLED BIRD

Dishevelled Bird: Show your child the collection of feathers. Talk about the similarities between them – how all 
the feathers have central spines with soft, smooth spikes growing outward from the central spines. Then talk 
about the differences – their various colours and sizes, how some may be fine, others coarser, and so on.

Model how to draw a feather, and then have your child choose one and draw it. 

Show them what happens when you blow on a feather, and let them try blowing. Comment how the feather 
does not stay smooth – it bends and the soft spikes move. Explain that the wind can ruffle a feather, just as they 
did by blowing. Explain that birds can ruffle their own feathers with their beaks when they clean them.

Show your child the photos of the robins provided, and talk about how one has smooth feathers and the other 
has ruffled feathers. Point out that when the bird’s feathers are ruffled, the bird’s body looks bigger and rounder; 
the ruffled feathers may look like the spikes of a hedgehog sticking up, or like fur.

Tell your child that you are going to draw a picture of a bird with smooth and then with ruffled feathers. Model 
how to do this, by drawing an outline of a bird. Then, next to it, do another outline and shade with a charcoal 
stick or soft, thick pencil to produce the texture of the ruffled feathers (see illustration).

Give your child a sheet of paper and some charcoal, or a soft, thick pencil. Ask them to draw the bird with ruffled 
feathers. While they are working, encourage them to make their pictures large enough to show the detail of the 
ruffled feathers. Help them to include the beak, the eyes and the tail of the bird, while preserving the 
individuality of their drawing.

Your child experiments with drawing skills.

To acquire drawing skills
To draw a 3D object
To add detail to a picture using texture
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Wet and Windy: Give your child a sheet of light-coloured paper, brushes and some dark paints. Ask them to paint 
a picture of a man under an umbrella in the rain.

Explain that it is cold, wet and windy so maybe the man is walking with his head down. Decide together what 
the rain is like – straight or slanting, big drops or small ones. 

Encourage your child to add details; for example, puddles and clouds.  
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If you need these instead of real feathers, cut out each picture separately.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3

