
 Photos of lilac trees/flowers

 A sheet of white A4 paper

 A sheet of light blue A4 
paper 

 Thick and thin 
paintbrushes

 Red and blue paint

 A palette/mixing tray and 
water

15–20 minutes

PURPLE SKY

Purple Sky:

Tell your child a story about another artist. Say: This artist didn’t know what to paint, and then, just as the sun was 
setting one evening, he noticed that it was red, the sky was purple and the clouds were dark blue. It was so 
beautiful that he decided to paint a picture called ‘Evening’, but he only had two colours to do it with – blue and 
red. He knew what to do about the purple colour and quickly set about painting his picture. Everything came out 
exactly as he saw it: red sun, blue clouds and purple sky.

Give your child the white paper and ask them to paint the same beautiful picture, called ‘Evening’, with the same 
two colours, red and blue. Ask them if they remember how to get the purple.

Demonstrate the process of ‘washing out’, this time using red and blue paint as necessary.

While they are painting, give them advice on how to use the painting materials and encourage them to use all 
the available space. Keep the paint and materials out for the next activity.

Your child can use red, blue and purple to represent evening.
Your child can use colour to symbolise mood.
Your child can mix red and blue to make lilac flowers.

To introduce substitution – the act of representing real objects and events by 
painting 
To introduce abstract artistic composition
To use colours as symbols for expressing mood
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The Lilac Tree:

Continue the story: That same artist was so inspired by how beautiful his ‘Evening’ painting turned out that he 
wanted to paint even more with the colour purple. He remembered a really pretty lilac tree he had seen once, 
and he set out to paint a branch of that tree with its beautiful lilac flowers.

Show your child the photos of the lilac trees. Look at the shades of purple together, and discuss how the artist 
could have created different shades of purple.

Give your child a sheet of light blue paper and a thin brush, and keep out the blue and red paint. Ask them to 
paint lilac flowers on the paper, by dipping the brush in first one colour, then another, and making little spots of 
colour that lie very close to each other on the page, so that the different coloured paint spots overlap.

Encourage your child to admire their work, and give them specific feedback on aspects or techniques done well.
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