
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Access to all the blocks in 
the set

 A few small toys and 
objects: animals, people, 
cars etc. (to promote 
engagement, preferably 
some that are new for your 
child) put out on a tray and 
covered with a cloth

 A ‘magic wand’

 A favourite soft toy or doll

 A sheet of white A3 or A4 
paper and a pencil

15–20 minutes

I CAN BUILD ANYTHING!

‘I can build anything!’ (Planning and Building to an Individual Design)

Idea development: Tell your child that you want them to build something new. It could be something that they 
have never built before, or it could be something that they have built before but you want them to find a new 
way to build it. Uncover the tray of small toys, and ask them to choose one. Use verbal prompts and questions to 
structure and support the process of generating ideas and visualising them, for example:

What do you think this toy would like you to build? What do you want to build? What is it for? How can the toys 
use it? What does it look like? What are the main parts of the structure? What is the most important part of the 
structure? What building blocks do you need? Can you tell a short story about your toy and the new structure?

Encourage your child to make up little stories about their toys and the new structure. Help them develop their 
ideas into a short story and then encourage them to tell or whisper the story to their soft toy, to give them 
practise at expressing their ideas verbally. 

Planning through drawing: Ask your child to draw their design. Prompt them to produce a schematic drawing 
of the structure that they intend to build, with questions such as: Can you show me the blocks you are going to 
use in your drawing?

Building their design: When the drawing is ready, take out your ‘magic wand’, touch the space where you want 
your child to build their structure and say: Abracadabra, building spell – build it here and build it well! 

Ask your child to make sure that they have the blocks needed to build the structure that they have designed. If 
not, they can swap the wrong blocks for the right ones or pick up any extras that they need. Provide help and 
guidance as necessary to make sure that they are building their structures according to their drawing.  

When the structure is ready, encourage your child to compare what they have built to their drawing. Get them to 
explain their structure to you and/or their soft toy.

Give specific praise for aspects done well, and also praise a complex structure that matches their design.

Your child generates an original idea for a structure.
Your child can draw their idea and build the structure to match it.
Your child chooses building materials that correspond to the function of each element of their structure.
Your child uses their drawing to check their structure.

To encourage children to generate ideas for new structures 
To foster self-regulation (plan first, then act) 
To introduce drawing as a way of planning a structure before building
To practise converting 2D schematic representations into 3D structures
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