
 ‘The Enormous Turnip’ 
storybook from SG23

 Set of 8 Episode Pictures

 A blank Episode Titles Chart 

 A pen

10–15 minutes

THE ENORMOUS TURNIP - Comprehension of the story

To develop analytical skills – identify key episodes of the story
To develop the ability to use pictures as prompts for retelling episodes
To develop sequencing skills – identify the storyline
To develop the ability to express concisely the key episodes of the story
To develop understanding of the basic structure of the story: a clear beginning, 
middle and end 
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CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

‘Beginning, Middle and End’ Activities

Start the session by using questions to activate your child’s recall of the story: 

How does the story begin? 
What comes after …?
What happened when …? 
How does the story end?

At this point, decide if you think your child needs to have ‘The Enormous Turnip’ story read to them again to 
refresh their memory of the storyline. If not, continue.

Introduce the 8 Episode Pictures, one at a time and in the order of the story, and discuss each one. Ask detailed 
questions, for example:

What is happening in this picture? How do you know that? 
Who are these characters? What are they doing? Why? 
How are they feeling? Why do you think that? 
What happens next? Shall we look at the next picture and see if you are right?

Draw attention to specific details about the characters represented in each picture, e.g. the identity of each 
character depicted, how many of them there are in the picture, what colour they are, their relative sizes, where 
they are and so on. As you do this, reinforce sequencing vocabulary, i.e. first, last, finally, then, next, before, after, 
all, most, some, each, every. 

Then lay out the Episode Pictures randomly and ask your child: Can you show me which is the first episode – the 
beginning of the story? Now can you show me which is the last episode – the end of the story?



THE ENORMOUS TURNIP – Comprehension – continued

‘Name the episode’ activity:

The aims of this specific activity are to help the children consolidate their understanding of the plot (storyline), and to promote understanding of the 
directional conventions of print (in the English language, we read from left to right and at the end of a line we move down one row and return to the 
left).

Explain to your child that the full story is divided up into these eight episodes. Look again at the first Episode Picture with your child, and ask them if 
they can think of a few words to describe the episode, which you can use as the ‘title’ for it. 

Note: It should be a concise summary of the main content of that episode – your child will likely need a lot of support with this until they have 
practised it many times over the course of the story work in this module of Key to Learning. An example for your own use is provided here:

Take your child’s ideas and help them, with questions where possible, to refine their ideas into one short sentence. When you and your child are happy 
with the title chosen, show your child how writing can be used to keep a record of their ideas, by writing the title on the blank copy of the Episode 
Titles Chart next to the relevant episode clearly in ink. Then take the next Episode Picture and repeat the procedure until you have completed the 
Episode Titles Chart. Ask your child to ‘remind’ you of the title of the story and write it on the top row of the chart.

As you move to the next Episode Picture. line up those that you have finished with one after another until the story is laid out completely. Draw your 
child’s attention to the fact that the first episode is on the left, and that we place the pictures in sequence from left to right.

Your child can identify the beginning, middle and end of the story. 
Your child can give titles to the Episode Pictures.
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Cut out each of the 8 Episode Pictures separately. 
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Cut out each of the 8 Episode Pictures separately. 
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