
 ‘The Enormous Turnip’ 
storybook (provided as a 
separate file)

 Pictures of the characters

20–25 minutes

THE ENORMOUS TURNIP – Introduction to the story

Show your child the cover of the storybook, and ask them what they think it will be about. If they know another 
version of this story already, ask them if they think they recognise what this story might be. Explain that it is a 
traditional story from the country of Russia, and that there are now many versions of it. 

Read them the story in a lively way, encouraging their participation, as recommended in the ‘Story Grammar –
Introduction’ document. When you have finished, or during the reading as appropriate, ask your child these 
questions about the content of the story:

How does the story begin?
How big was the seed when the Grandfather planted it?
What happened to the seed?
How big did the Turnip get?
Who was the biggest, strongest character?
What did he want to do when the Turnip got so big?
What happened when he tried to pull up the Turnip? Could he do it? So what did he do next?
Then what happened?
Could the Grandfather, Grandmother and their grandson Peter pull up the Turnip?
Who did they call to help next? (Their granddaughter, Masha). And then who? (Brown Dog). And after that? 
(Ginger Cat). And then? (Mouse).
What happened when Mouse came to pull too?
Could they have managed without Mouse? Why not?
Who was the smallest character? Who was the biggest character?
How does the story end?
Are there any bits of the story you don’t like? Why?
Which character do you like best? Why?
Which bit of the story do you like best? Why?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To develop knowledge of the main characters
To develop familiarity with the distinctive patterns of the story
To develop the ability to share responses, feelings and personal experiences 
To develop concepts of relative size
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It is important for children to understand that there are many variations of traditional stories that have slightly different characters, 
plots, endings, speech, and so on. On YouTube, there are readings of other versions of ‘The Enormous Turnip’. At some point after this 
session, we suggest that you show one to your child (or read another version if you have one) and talk about the differences.
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THE ENORMOUS TURNIP – Introduction to the story – continued

Then encourage your child to ask you their own questions about the story. Praise them for interesting ‘why’, ‘what for’ and ‘how’ questions.

Developing understanding of the characters: Talk about each of the characters in turn. Help your child describe them in as much detail as possible –
the qualities that are visible (bigger, smaller, man, woman, boy, girl, animal, furry) and those qualities that are invisible (confident, frustrated, helpful, 
co-operative, happy).

Then emphasise the characteristic sizes of each by asking your child to act out the different ones in the order that they appear in the story. First, 
remind them that the Grandfather is the tallest and strongest and ask your child: Can you pretend to be the Grandfather by standing up really tall?  
Then remind your child that he could not pull the turnip out alone. Say: The Grandmother is a bit smaller – can you pretend to be her now?  If 
necessary, point out that they should make themselves a bit smaller. Continue like this for each successive character (Peter, Masha, Dog, Cat and 
Mouse), ensuring that your child makes themselves slightly ‘smaller’ for each one. At the end, have them ‘fall over’ like one of the characters when 
they finally pull the turnip out of the ground.

Lastly, they can pretend to cook and eat turnip pie, licking their lips and expressing the pleasure of eating such delicious food. 

Help your child to talk just like Grandfather, Grandmother, Peter, Masha, Dog, Cat and Mouse. By learning to use contrasting voices and appropriate 
intonation, your child will build their ability to represent and understand the emotions and events experienced by the characters. Start by asking 
them to ‘talk like the Grandfather’ in a deep, loud voice, for example. Then encourage them to say something like, ‘Of course I can help!’ in a voice that 
would be appropriate for each of the other characters in the order that they appear in the story.

Play the game ‘Guess Who I Am’: Take it in turns to mime one of the characters, while the other(s) guess who it is. Then take it in turns to imitate the 
speech of a character while the other(s) close their eyes (to help them focus only on the sound) and guess who it is. 

Your child can listen attentively to the story, ask questions and share ideas about it, and answer questions accurately and in detail.
Your child can name the characters.
Your child can recognise the different characters by the distinctive voices, intonations and movements associated with them, and
imitate them in the same way. 
Your child can recognise the relative sizes and strengths of the characters, and the order in which they appear (biggest to smallest).
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Play the game ‘Smaller and Taller’: Using the cut out pictures of the characters provided, show your child pairs of characters and establish who is in 
the middle with regard to size, using the words ‘smaller’ and ‘taller’. For example, start with the Grandfather and Masha, and ask: Who is smaller than 
Grandfather and taller than Masha? (Grandmother). Repeat with Grandmother and Masha, Masha and Dog, Masha and Cat, and Dog and Mouse. 

Then ask your child to arrange all the pictures in order of size, starting with the tallest.
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Cut out each character separately.
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Cut out each character separately.
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Cut out the mouse.
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