
 Birds in 5 colours 

 A prompt sheet

 Coloured pencils in the 
same colours as the birds

10-15 minutes

WHICH BIRD SINGS BEST?

Introduction: Tell your child that they are going to record the results of a singing competition between all the 
birds in the forest. They are going to use a sheet of paper with strips on and coloured pencils to help them. 
Explain that you are going to tell them the story of the competition and then it will be their job to record the 
results. 

Agree with your child that the biggest strip represents the winner, the strip that is the biggest of those that are 
left is next, then the one that is next biggest, and so on. The smallest strip is for the bird that came last. Every time 
you tell them a result and show them a silhouette of a bird, they must choose the correct strip and make a big 
coloured mark on it the same colour as that bird in the story (it’s not necessary to fully colour-in the strips).

The Singing Competition: Tell the story slowly to give your child time to process the information and respond by 
making coloured marks. Show the silhouettes of the birds every time you say their names throughout the story:

One day the birds in the forest held a singing competition. Five birds wanted to take part. They were Red Bird, 
Yellow Bird, Blue Bird, Brown Bird, and Green Bird. All of them sang beautifully and the audience applauded. Get 
your coloured pencils ready, because now I am going to tell you the results of the competition!

Blue Bird sang best of all. Yellow Bird sang better than all the other birds, except Blue Bird. Brown Bird had a bit 
of a cold and he sang the worst. Green Bird sang better than Brown Bird but worse than all the others. Red Bird 
sang worse than Yellow Bird and Blue Bird, but better than Green Bird and Brown Bird. 

Who Sang Better? Tell your child that now that they have heard all the results and have got their prompts ready, 
they can play ‘Who Sang Better?’. Show your child a pair of silhouettes, for example, Yellow Bird and Brown Bird. 
Ask the question: Who sang better, Yellow Bird or Brown Bird?  Get your child to use their prompt to tell you 
which bird sang better in the competition. Repeat with different pairs of birds. 

Your child can make a prompt showing the order of the birds’ performance in the competition.
Your child can use their prompt to indicate which bird did better in the competition, out of any 
given pair of birds.

To use substitute shapes to create a visual model of an invisible relationship
To model a complex verbal description using a seriation row of substitute shapes
To use a visual model as a point of reference
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At the end, your child could 
‘present’ the results of the 

competition to an audience of 
teddies/dolls and give a ‘prize’ 

to the Blue Bird or to all the 
birds for participating.
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Ask your child to show you some pairs of silhouettes and ask you the same questions. They should then judge for 
themselves, or with guided support, if the answers you have given them are correct.



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd L4

Cut out each of the Bird cards separately.
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