
FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 A background set up with 
unfinished necklaces of 
differently coloured beads 
on strings, in these patterns 
(see notes on the right too): 

 For your child: Differently
coloured felt circles of 
various sizes and a piece of 
string

 Pictures of various articles of 
jewellery

 At least one real, beaded 
bracelet or necklace, 
preferably more (use the 
pictures provided if not)

10–15 minutes

BEAUTIFUL BEADS

Look at the beaded bracelets and/or necklaces that you have, and discuss. Explain to your child how jewellery is 
precious and sometimes delicate, so when handling it we must be very careful. Have them hold and feel the 
examples that you have out. Then look together at the picture of the necklace on the stand and talk about it. 
Point out that there are different sizes and colours of beads in the necklace, but some of them are identical i.e. 
they are the same size and colour. If you don’t have many real examples, discuss the other picture too.

Now tell your child this short story: Martha, a lovely lady who makes beaded jewellery to sell on her market stall 
at the beach in summer, has been busy making a set of four beautiful necklaces for one of her best customers. 
This customer is coming to pick up the necklaces this afternoon and Martha hasn’t had time to finish them. She 
received a phone call and had to rush off to an important meeting. Can you help her finish these necklaces so her 
customer won’t be disappointed? Each necklace needs to be finished off in the same pattern and design as 
Martha started it. That means following the colours and sizes that Martha has used already for each one. 

Show your child the four half-finished necklaces that you have pre-prepared on the background felt. Look at each 
one in this order, talking about the pattern/colours/sizes used and then ask your child to finish it to help Martha:

1) The two necklaces with all beads the same size and colour – show them one and see if they can spot the other 
one to do next (top and bottom right in the photo above)

2) The necklace with beads all the same colour but alternating sizes (bottom left in the photo above)
3) The necklace with beads alternating colours but all the same size (top left in the photo above)

Then say: Martha has come back now and is delighted with how carefully you copied her designs! As a thank you, 
she is offering you to make a similar necklace to keep for yourself. Help your child to choose a design and the 
right ‘beads’ (i.e. big and small circles of the same or differing colours). Support them with laying out the string, 
and in creating and completing the necklace according to their chosen pattern and colour(s). Admire their work!

Your child can use the construction material functionally i.e. they know what the circles represent, 
and where and how to use them.
Your child can use a given procedure to construct ‘bead necklaces’ in a variety of patterns.
Your child can use colour and size to identify the ‘beads’ that they require.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform pictures of bead necklaces
To use a given procedure to add a specified feature (beads) 
To know about jewellery
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If you have a beading set at home, you could substitute the last activity above with the creation of a real necklace 
using patterns of beads in different colours and sizes.
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