
 Pictures of clouds in the sky

 2 sheets of A3 paper – 1 
white and 1 blue

 White, blue and yellow 
paint

 A variety of paintbrushes in 
different thicknesses 

 Water and paint tray

10–15 minutes (with drying 
time in the middle)

SKY AND CLOUDS

Sky and Clouds:

Go outside to look at the sky and clouds, and encourage your child to talk about what they can see. Comment on 
the colours in the sky, the ‘shapes’ of the clouds and their ‘fluffy’ appearance. If necessary, point out that clouds 
are always moving and that therefore the shapes and patterns they make change constantly. Explain that clouds 
are actually made of tiny drops of water or ice crystals that settle on dust particles in the air/atmosphere, and 
that they move because of the wind blowing them along.

Tell your child that you’re going to paint a sky and clouds together, or, if they prefer, they can paint on their own. 

Show them the pictures provided, and talk about how they should first paint the blue sky by covering the paper 
with blue paint. Explain that then they can paint clouds with white paint ‘spots’ clustered together or in trails, to 
complete a beautiful painting of the sky. Suggest that the clouds should be of different sizes and encourage 
them to consider where to put the clouds to use the space on the sheet appropriately.

Ask them what could happen if they don’t leave the background to dry before painting the clouds – elicit that 
they need to take their time if they want the painting to come out the way they have planned. 

Give them the white paper, a thick paintbrush and let them paint. When they have finished, complement them 
on something they have done especially well – something that a real artist would have also done or tried to do.

Your child can cover the paper with blue paint.
Your child can paint ‘spots’ of different sizes on the paper.
Your child can explain that they have painted a picture of the sky and clouds.
Your child can paint balloons flying in the sky.

To introduce substitution – the action of representing real objects and events 
by painting 
To develop artistic rhythm
To fill all the available space with spots of different sizes
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Yellow balloons: Give your child the sheet of blue paper, the yellow paint, a thick and a thin brush and water to 
clean the brushes. Ask them to paint yellow balloons flying in the sky. If necessary, model how to paint a fat, oval 
or rounded shape first with the thicker brush, and then how to add a thin, wavy line for the string. Talk about the 
suitability of the brushes for each part of the balloon before they start. 

Give them specific feedback as before.
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