
Introduction

Review the seasonal cycle diagram to introduce summer. While pointing to the relevant season, ask your child: 
Who lives in the yellow quarter? Which season comes between spring and autumn? That’s right, summer comes 
after spring and before autumn. Why do you think yellow was chosen for the summer quarter? (it’s a warm 
colour, and summer is warm or hot in many places in the world, and yellow is the colour of the bright, hot sun). 

Talk to your child about summer – about typical weather-related aspects (e.g. hot sun, sudden summer storms, 
sometimes showers of hail, sometimes rainbows in the sky), about working in fields and gardens in summer, 
about resting and going on holiday.

Symbols: Introduce these symbols for the aspects of summer: a sun with many rays, a circle with a large white 
segment and a small black segment (representing long summer days and short summer nights).

Compare these summer symbols with the corresponding autumn, winter and spring ones.

Meadow and Garden Flowers

Now talk about flowers. Ask your child about flowers that they know, and where to find them. Show the two sets 
of pictures and give your child some examples by name: meadow flowers (e.g. clover, buttercup, cornflower, 
daisy) and garden flowers (e.g. geraniums, pansies, petunias, rose). 

Explain that some meadow plants are used as medicines (e.g. nettles, dock leaf, dandelion).

Symbols: Introduce these symbols for aspects of summer: garden flowers and meadow flowers.
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SUMMER DAYS

Your child can recognise symbol cards for aspects of summer. 
Your child can recognise the order of the seasons.
Your child can identify the quarters of the seasonal diagram correctly. 
Your child knows that it is important not to taste unknown mushrooms or berries because they 
may be poisonous.

To develop knowledge and understanding of aspects of summer 
To develop knowledge and understanding of animals and plants in summer 
To develop the ability to use symbols as substitutes for real objects
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Play the game ‘I am a Gardener’: Playing this with more children or adults would be best. Start the round with: I am a gardener and I know a garden 
flower – (name a flower, e.g. a rose). The next player says: I am a gardener and I know a garden flower – a rose, a tulip (for example). Then the next 
player says: I am a gardener and I know a garden flower – a rose, a tulip, a pansy. And so on. Continue until no one can think of any more flower names.

Hay and Animals

Now talk about growing hay and show the pictures of hay bales and haystacks. Say: Farmers grow hay to feed animals in the winter when there is not 
enough food for them growing outside. They need to store it to feed the animals in the winter. Talk about animal life in summer (there are lots of 
insects everywhere: butterflies, grasshoppers, bugs, flies, wasps). Baby birds (fledglings) grow and learn to fly.

Symbols: Introduce these symbols for aspects of summer: birds leaving the nest and hay.

Berries and Mushrooms

Visualisation game: Take your child on an imaginary summer walk in the woods. Talk about what they can see, and use the berry and mushroom 
pictures to illustrate appropriate sections of the imaginary walk. For example: We’re walking under the green leaves and it smells wonderful in here. 
Look, there are mushrooms, wild mushrooms on the ground. They look delicious. Shall we pick them and eat them? No. Some wild mushrooms are 
edible but some are very poisonous and we never eat them unless  we are sure they are safe. There are books to tell us which ones are safe and which 
ones could make us very, very ill. Look over there. That’s a fantastic bush, and look there are some juicy, juicy berries growing on it. I’d love to taste 
those berries, but I really don’t know what they are. What should I do? That’s right, some berries are good to eat – ‘edible’ – but some are poisonous and 
could make us very sick if we eat them, we might even die. Better not eat these then!

Symbols: Show the symbols for these aspects of summer: edible mushrooms, poisonous mushrooms, edible berries and poisonous berries.

Play ‘The Signs of Summer’: Name one aspect of summer at a time, and ask your child to choose and hold up the appropriate symbol card. Once they 
have identified it correctly, ask them to put it next to the yellow quadrant on the seasonal cycle diagram.

SUMMER DAYS – continued
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Seasons, Cycle and Symbols Review

Review the cycle of the seasons with the 4 quadrants of the diagram – remind your child that the four seasons repeat in the same sequence, year after 
year, and that we call it the ‘Magic Circle’ of the seasons. Put out all the symbol cards.

Ask your child if they can point out winter, spring, summer and autumn in order by moving their finger around the seasonal cycle diagram and 
comment on the passing of each season as they go, remembering as many aspects as they can from each season, using the symbol cards as prompts 
as necessary.

If you started a poster for each season, as suggested in YMW22, then you could help your child to stick the appropriate symbol cards on each poster.
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Cut out each of the garden picture cards separately.

Cut out each of the meadow picture cards separately.
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Cut out each of the picture cards separately.



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd YMW28

Print these on yellow card and cut out each of the symbol cards separately.
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