
 About 15 toys/objects of 
many different shapes and 
colours

 Something to use as a 
shopping basket (one for 
each child)

 A large cloth for covering 
the toys and objects

10–15 minutes

RED AND ROUND

Before the session starts, set up the shop by placing the objects for the game on a table and covering them with a 
cloth. Tell your child they are going to play ‘Red and Round’. 

Explain: This is a shop with many toys and objects of different shapes and colours. To buy the things in this shop, 
you have to describe what you want by telling the shopkeeper the shape and colour of the item. You are not 
allowed to tell the shopkeeper the name of the item, or anything about its size. 

For example, you must say, ‘Please can I have the red and round toy?’ You are not allowed to say, ‘Please, can I 
have the red ball?’ or ‘Please, can I have the round toy?’ or ‘Please can I have the little round toy?’ or ‘Please, can I 
have a red and round ball?’  The shopkeeper will only give you an item if you do not say its name, do not say 
anything about its size but do give a clear description of its colour and shape.

Explain that you are the shopkeeper and your child the customer (you can swap over later). Give them their 
shopping basket and ‘open’ the shop by revealing the toys. Ask them to ‘browse’ in the shop and make up their 
minds what they would like to buy. When they have decided what they want, they join the queue and ask the 
shopkeeper for the chosen item. If the item is described correctly, your child gets it and puts it in their shopping 
basket. If not, say: I’m sorry, it is not clear what you want. Please, go to the back of the queue and think carefully 
how to ask for what you want to buy.

Continue playing until your child has a selection of items in their basket. Offer your child to swap with you and be 
the shopkeeper if they want to, and repeat the game.

Your child can describe objects correctly (colour and shape) without naming them or describing 
aspects of size.

To develop analytic skills – analyse an object by two properties (colour and shape) while 
ignoring a third (size)
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I Spy a Special Toy  

Play colour and shape ‘I Spy’. Say: I spy with my little eye something which is green and rectangular. When your 
child names the correct toy or object, it is their turn to choose something for you to find. When you are looking for 
what your child has described, make some deliberate mistakes for them to notice and correct.

You could also do a scavenger 
hunt, to find objects that 

match a certain colour and 
shape description.
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