
 A selection of 5 or 6 
dolls/figures that have a 
slight variation in height –
but also include at least two 
that are exactly the same 
height

 A wooden block e.g. a cube 

5–10 minutes

WHO IS TALLER?

Put out your dolls on a table and set the scene by telling this short story: One day the children in the nursery 
started arguing about who was taller. The dolls were listening, and they began comparing their heights. Then the 
dolls begin to argue too. No one could tell who was taller!

Ask your child to help to settle the argument. Then say: Can you help the dolls to compare their heights by 
putting the dolls back to back and deciding which of the pair is taller? But you must make sure that the dolls are 
‘standing on the table’ while you place them back to back.

Support your child in comparing the dolls’ heights by passing them various pairs that both differ in height and 
that have equal heights. 

After they have compared the heights of several pairs of dolls in this way, discreetly place a cube under the feet of 
the smaller of two dolls so that it appears to be the taller. If your child does not spontaneously protest, look very 
puzzled and talk about your puzzlement, for example: Hang on a minute! There’s something not right here, I’m 
sure Geraldine isn’t taller than Joey! What’s gone wrong?

Continue prompting until your child spots the brick. Ask them if it is possible to compare heights when one doll 
is standing on the table and the other on a block. 

Model this to help your child reach the conclusion that the only fair way to compare heights is for everyone’s feet 
to be on the same level (that the dolls’ feet must be on the same level when comparing heights). 

If you have more than one child doing this session or another child at home, you can also demonstrate this point 
by comparing their actual heights while they stand on the same level floor, and then again with one of them 
standing on top of something else on the floor.

Your child can compare the heights of pairs of dolls by placing them back to back on a common 
baseline (the table).
Your child can correctly identify which of two dolls is taller, and which are of equal height.
Your child understands that a visual comparison is only reliable when both dolls are on the same 
baseline level.

To develop comparative skills – use a common reference point to 
compare heights
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