
 7 mouse-in-a-house 
pictures and 7 doors

 Cat picture (in case you 
don't have a cat puppet, 
mask or toy)

 Toy cat/cat puppet/cat 
mask (or use the cat picture 
provided)

 Counters in all 7 spectrum 
colours (or use the doors 
from the main activity)

10–15 minutes

HIDE THE MOUSE

Begin by telling the story to set the scene. Lay out the 7 mouse-in-a-house squares in turn as you mention the 
colour during the story:

Once upon a time there were some mice that lived in their own little houses at the edge of the field. Their village 
was called the Rainbow Mouse Village, and if I tell you the colours of their houses, then you will understand why. 
One mouse lived in a red house, one mouse lived in an orange house, the next mouse lived in a yellow house, and 
then there was one who lived in a green house, one who lived in a blue house, one who lived in an indigo house 
and one who lived in a violet house.  Every morning the mice went out into the fields to get something to eat and 
to play together. They were very happy but they did have a BIG problem. Close by the Rainbow Mouse Village, 
there lived a fierce cat that liked nothing better than mouse for her breakfast. The mice always left the doors of 
their houses wide open.  If the cat runs after a mouse then that mouse leaps into its house and shuts the door. 

Can you help the mice hide from the cat? The cat is very fierce, but not that smart. The secret is, if the door is 
exactly the same colour as the house, the cat can’t see it and she will go away. Can you help the mice to find the 
door that matches their houses? The mice will love you forever.

Play ‘Hide the Mouse’: Give your child the coloured doors. You are the cat and your child must save the mice 
from you. To do this they must close the house doors to hide the mice, i.e. they must cover each mouse with a 
door that matches the colour of its house. Your child only needs to match the colours correctly; they should not 
yet be asked to name them. If your child does make a mistake with the doors, whisper in their ear: I can see the 
door, rather than correcting them.

Ask your child if they want to play again, perhaps being the cat this time. Will the cat get to eat any mice?!

Your child can place coloured doors on matching houses.
Your child can distinguish between the 7 colours of the spectrum when choosing the doors.
Your child can name different objects that share the same colour as the 7 colours of the spectrum.

To develop colour recognition with reference to the seven colours of the spectrum: 
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet
To practise matching colours to a sensory standard
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What Can Be the Same Colour? (ideal for the car too) Use the doors from the game above or counters in all 7 
colours. Show them one at a time and ask your child: What can be the same colour as this?  Repeat with each 
colour of the spectrum.

Put on the cat mask yourself 
(or hold the cat toy/picture) 
and act out the cat’s role –

creep close to the houses and 
sniff around for the mice!
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IMPORTANT NOTE: These pages must be printed in full colour. You need to cut out each coloured house with the mouse inside (cutting straight along under 
the doorway where the mouse is shown) and cut out each of the doors separately. It's critical in this session that you cut out the doors so that no white is 
showing, and that everything is cut straight! Once cut out, test that the doors cover the white doorway and the mouse completely, without any white 
showing around the door frame.
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Cut out the cat – leaving some white showing is fine.
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