
FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘The Railway’ set up 
beforehand: A train, a 
railway station and some 
incomplete track on a 
suitable background

 For your child: Narrow, 
black rectangular strips -
long and short

 Picture of a train and 
tracks

 3 or 4 teddies (optional)

 A toy railway with a train, 
passengers, track, signals, 
station etc. (optional)

10–15 minutes

RAILWAY

Note: If you can visit an area where your child can see a railway for real, with all the different aspects of trains, 
stations and so on, then do this before the activities below. If you have a railway set at home, lay it out with your 
child. Play with it and talk about it – why people build railways, what the station is for, what the buffers are for, 
what the signals are for and so on. 

Then look together at the pictures of a real railway track. Talk about what you can see, calling the long vertical 
pieces ‘rails’, and the short horizontal pieces ‘sleepers’. 

Show ‘The Railway’ that you have pre-prepared to your child. Say: Look! The track is broken and has to be 
repaired before the train can use it. If a train comes along and there is no track for it to run on, then there could 
be a terrible accident! Can you help repair it?

Show your child how to repair the track by placing a couple of long, rectangular strips for the rails, parallel to 
each other, and a couple of narrow, rectangular strips for the sleepers, horizontally, at evenly spaced intervals. 
Remind your child: We need to take care with how we place them. If the rails and sleepers are not straight the 
train will come off the track and may crash!

Ask your child to repair and extend the track by themselves. If they get into difficulties, use questions to prompt 
self-correction, for example: I can see a rail for the wheels on this side of the train, but where is the rail for the 
wheels on the other side? 

Admire the finished picture together. To end the session, sing a train song. You could suggest to your child that 
they form themselves into a train with other children doing the activity or with some favourite teddies, i.e. have 
them sitting on the ground one behind the other, or standing in a line, holding onto each other round the waist 
or by the shoulders. Here are two suggestions:

Puffer train, puffer train Down at the station early in the morning 
Noisy little puffer train See the little puffer trains all in a row 
If you’re going to the sea See the engine driver pull a little lever
Puffer train oh please take me! Choo-choo-choo, and off we go!

Your child participates enthusiastically and actively.
Your child can use the construction material functionally i.e. they know what the rectangles 
represent, and where and how to use them correctly.
Your child can follow instructions to repair and extend track, using prompts to aid self-correction.

To develop curiosity and creativity, and to work co-operatively
To complete and transform a picture of a railway
To use a given procedure to add features (rails and sleepers)
To know about the world (railways)
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