
Remind your child of when they built fences with the blocks (C12 and C13), and the fences that they painted in 
A8 (if they did this one – Caterpillars only). Talk again about the purpose of fences and their components, how 
they are designed and how they usually have their parts evenly spaced so that they look pretty. 

Look together at the felt background that you have pre-prepared and talk about it. Focus the discussion on the 
fence – point out that it is made from wooden fence posts with gaps between them, but it is only half finished. 
Say: Fred the Fence Builder was given the job of constructing a new fence in the orchard, to keep walkers and 
animals out, while the owners of the orchard are away for a few days. But he has hurt his back from lifting all the 
heavy wooden posts and needs to rest for a bit. Can you help him finish the fence before the owners get back? 

Show your child how to complete the fence by adding fence posts – brown rectangles at 
regular, widely spaced intervals. Then ask them to complete the fence.

When they have finished, admire their work and say how pleased Fred will be. Give 
specific praise for posts that are standing up straight (vertical rectangles), as well as 
posts that are evenly spaced.

Now tell your child that you have realised there is a problem. Explain: Oh no! There is woodland all around the 
orchard, and there are rabbits living in the wood. Rabbits can damage apple trees by nibbling the bark, so we 
must keep the rabbits out of the orchard to keep our apple trees safe. That is another reason why the owners 
needed a fence. But there’s a problem. Can you see it? (rabbits can easily squeeze through the gaps in the fence).

Ask if they have an idea how to solve this problem. Hopefully they will suggest adding more posts or rebuilding 
the fence, with the posts closer together (as in the photo top right). If not, help them to reach this conclusion. 
Then say: Fred didn’t realise this! So can you rebuild the fence or add fence posts, this time putting the posts very 
close together so there are no gaps, so that the rabbits can’t destroy the apple trees? 

To end the session, remind your child that first they built a fantastic fence with gaps and now they have built an 
even better one without any gaps at all. Nothing can get into the orchard through this fence, the rabbits have the 
woods to play in and the apple trees are safe in their orchard. The owners, and Fred, will be very happy!

FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘The Orchard’ set up 
beforehand: A yellow 
background showing apple 
trees and an incomplete 
wooden fence – with the 
wooden posts at regular, 
widely spaced intervals

 For your child: Brown 
rectangles for the wooden 
fence posts

10–15 minutes

A FANTASTIC FENCE

Your child participates enthusiastically and actively for the whole session.
Your child uses the construction material functionally, i.e. they know what the rectangles represent, and where and how to use them.
Your child distinguishes between close together and far apart.
Your child carries out two different procedures for completing the fence.

To know about the world (fences) 
To complete and transform a representation of a fence 
To work co-operatively on a given procedure so as to add a feature
To distinguish between different ways of spacing features (far apart/close together) 
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