
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Access for your child to all 
the blocks in the set

 Pictures of garages 

 Two toy cars (one less than 
6cm wide and less than 
7cm high, and the other 
between 6cm and 10cm 
wide and less than 10cm 
high) for the first activity

 Two toy vehicles of 
different heights, one long 
and low, the other short 
and high (e.g. a car and a 
crane, see pictures to 
establish suitability) for the 
second activity

15–20 minutes

HOMES FOR VEHICLES

Homes for Cars (Building by Imitation – Copycat All at Once)

Start the session by discussing what a garage is and what it is used for (for buses, lorries, cars, vans etc. – to shelter 
them from the weather, keep them safe from theft, allow people to work on them next to their tools etc.) Talk about 
different garages that your child has seen. Show your child the pictures provided and discuss their component parts: 
walls, roof, floor and doors. Draw their attention to the spatial positioning of all the parts. Discuss the different 
materials used to build garages (e.g. brick, wood, glass, metal, marble, plastic); emphasise that they are all different but 
nevertheless have a lot in common, because we use them to make floors, walls, doors, ceilings and roofs.

Build this garage in front of your child (7cm high, 10.5cm wide and 14cm long) and explain your 
actions as you perform them. Now take off the roof and display the inner space for the vehicle. 
Discuss the steps required to build the garage; what must be built first, what next and so on. 
Discuss the different blocks and what they are used for. Park your smaller toy car inside.

Then give your child the toy car, which is too tall or too wide to fit inside the garage, and ask them to park it in the 
garage. When they discover that it will not fit, ask them what they can do. If they don’t suggest rebuilding the  garage, 
prompt them: What can we do if we want our vehicle to be able to get inside the garage? Yes, we can rebuild the 
garage so that it is higher and/or wider. How we can do this?

Ask your child to rebuild the garage using the same steps that you took for the smaller garage but with a different 
choice of blocks so that the bigger vehicle can fit inside. It could look something like the image top right.

Long and Low, Short and High (Building to Meet Given Criteria)

Give your child the two vehicles of different heights. Ask them to build garages for these vehicles. 
Do not provide any pictures, diagrams or models; instead, encourage them to think about the 
appropriate proportions for the two garages and then build them independently. Use the toy 
vehicles to test the structures; if at first they don’t fit, use questions to support your child and 
encourage them to make corrections until they do.

Your child can build structures of an appropriate size for the objects that they are intended to house.
Your child can modify structures to fit the objects that they house.
Your child can explain what they have built and how they built it.
Your child can use a range of appropriate size vocabulary to describe their garages: big – little, long – short, wide – narrow, high – low.

To foster the use of a wide range of vocabulary for describing size; e.g. big –
little, long – short, wide – narrow, high – low
To promote creativity and imagination (visual–spatial thinking) 
To encourage children to choose blocks purposefully
To help children link the construction of a structure to the properties of the object that it houses 
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