
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Access to all the blocks for 
the first activity

 10 bricks, 2 half-cubes, 4 
large prisms in a basket for 
each child for the second 
activity

 One doll figure shorter than 
7cm and one that is taller 
than 7cm, for each child 
doing the session

 Two same-sized doll figures, 
less than 7cm tall, for each 
child doing the session

 A puppet

15–20 minutes

BIG HOUSE, SMALL HOUSE

Big and Small House (Building to Meet Given Criteria – Different Sizes)

Give your child the two doll figures, access to all the blocks and ask them: Can you build a comfortable house for 
each doll?  Support them with what ‘comfortable’ means, i.e. that the dolls can stand up easily but that the house 
isn’t unnecessarily large, they can see out easily and so on.

When they have finished, have your puppet ‘visit’ the houses and discuss each house with the doll who lives 
there. For example, the puppet knocks at a door and says, ‘Hello Dolly, is this your new house? Who built it for 
you? Do you like it? What are the good things about it? Is there anything you don’t like? Why is that? Which blocks 
did the builder use?’

Friendly Neighbours (Building To Meet Given Criteria – Position)

Give your child the basket with 10 bricks, 2 half-cubes and 4 large prisms in, plus the 2 same-sized dolls. Ask 
them to build a comfortable house for each doll, telling them that these are the only blocks available today. 
Explain: The dolls are best friends! They want to be able see each other from their windows, and they want it to 
be as easy as possible to visit each other.

When the houses are ready, put the dolls inside and ask your child if the dolls can see 
each other and talk to each other. The problem that may need to be solved is that, for 
the dolls to see each other from inside their houses, the windows must be facing each 
other. Your child may have built houses with windows facing in the same direction. In 
this case, say: The dolls can’t see each other when they look out of their windows 
because, look, the windows face the same way. To help resolve this problem, ask 
your child to take a doll out of one of the houses. Say: Now this doll has no house. Can 
you build her a new house with the same blocks, and this time make sure she can see 
her friend and talk to her through the window?

After they have finished building, allow time for play with the houses and the dolls.

Your child can build a house for a big and a small doll figure.
Your child can build two houses with windows positioned to allow the dolls inside them to see each other through the windows.
Your child can decide on the steps that they need to take before they start building.

To develop analytical skills – analyse the structure of a simple house
To develop planning abilities – decide in advance the sequence of steps to be 
used in building, the blocks required and the order in which they will be used
To promote creativity and imagination (visual–spatial thinking)
To develop the ability to use available resources to achieve a set goal
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