
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Access for your child to all 
the blocks in the set

 A façade of a simple two-
storey building set up ready 
before the session and 
hidden from your child, 
built exactly like this (using 
1 cuboid, 2 bricks, 4 half-
cubes and 1 large prism):

 A teddy

 A puppet, to be the 
Building Inspector

15–20 minutes

FAÇADE OF A TWO-STOREY HOUSE

Note: In the ‘Concealed Construction’ process used here, your child cannot see how a structure is built, only the final 
result. They will learn to build a structure by analysing a completed example, i.e. to be able to ‘divide up’ the whole into 
its parts. They have to identify which blocks are below, above and to the sides, and then think about how to replicate 
this. If your child struggles with this process, you should go back to the Copycat method of building until they are 
ready. Each child doing this session should create their own ‘twin’.

Let’s Make a Twin (Building By Example – Concealed Construction)

Explain to your child and their teddy that you are going to play ‘Let’s Make a Twin’. Reveal the façade of the simple 
two-storey building to your child that you have pre-prepared. Talk about what they can see, in relation to two-storey 
buildings they have seen. Help them to analyse the structure of the façade by using and eliciting the use of positional 
vocabulary: on top of, underneath, at the side of, and so on. Use questions to guide the analysis, for example: How 
many storeys does this house have? What are the different parts of the house? Which part of the house is underneath? 
Which part is on top? What will you build first? What will you use next? ‘Ask’ some questions to Teddy too.

Ask your child to name all of the building blocks that are used in the structure. Then ask them if they can describe to 
Teddy all the steps that they will need to take in the process of building this structure, to ‘help’ Teddy understand.

Now explain to your child: You are the builder and we need you to build a twin. When you have finished, the Building 
Inspector will come to decide if everything has been done correctly. You must choose the blocks carefully before you 
start and then order them from me. I work in the builders’ yard. I’m going to be closing soon so you need to make sure 
that you get everything you need before then!  (This will help them to plan carefully and choose what they need before 
starting to build.)

Pass your child the blocks as they ‘order’ them from you, and then ‘close’ the store. When they have finished building, 
have the Building Inspector (the puppet) examine your child’s façade in detail, talking aloud about what elements 
have been copied accurately, and finally congratulating your child on doing such a great job of making a twin.

Repeat the activity with a second, more complex two-storey façade structure, something like the one in the photo 
above (build it while your child isn’t watching). When they have finished copying yours, discuss their construction 
together through specific comparison with the original structure.

Your child can choose the blocks they need for building a ‘twin’ independently.
Your child can build accurately and precisely.
Your child can compare their ‘twin’ house with yours, correcting errors when necessary.

To develop the ability to reconstruct the sequence of actions required to 
copy a construction, without watching it step by step
To practise co-ordination and fine motor skills
To develop the ability to arrange and connect building blocks accurately 
so as to reproduce the structure of an object
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