
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 For you: 8 bricks, 4 half-
cubes, 4 large prisms and 2
thin sheets

 For your child: 8 bricks, 4
half-cubes, 4 large prisms
and 2 thin sheets, in a
basket

 Pictures of houses from
around the world

 A dolls’ house or model
house (optional)

 Some small play people

15–20 minutes

SINGLE-STOREY HOUSE

Build Your Own House

Ask your child to build a house using whichever blocks they choose. They will probably build houses without 
windows, doors and/or interior space. Take a small figure to visit the houses and ask questions depending on 
what your child has built, for example: Who lives in this house? Can they stand up in it? Is it high enough? How do 
they get inside? Is it dark inside? How can we make it lighter?

Every Time You Look, You Find a Building with a Different Shape (Analysis and Explanation)

Talk to your child about different homes that they have seen, for example bungalows, houses, cottages, blocks of 
flats, caravans, palaces and castles. Then look at the pictures of houses from around the world and discuss them. 
Talk about the functions of different types of houses – bungalows suit people in wheelchairs or anyone else who 
finds stairs troublesome; caravans travel from place to place; flats can house a lot of people in a small amount of 
land space, and so on. 

Discuss the main components of the houses: ceiling, walls, roof, floor, windows and doors. Draw their attention to 
the spatial relationships between these elements. Discuss different materials used to build houses: bricks, wood, 
glass, metal, mud, ice, marble and so on. Emphasise that the materials are all different but nevertheless have a lot 
in common, because we use them to make floors, walls, windows, doors, ceilings and roofs.

Show the children the model house if you have one, and identify all the components. Take off the roof and ceiling 
to show the interior. If you don’t have one, you could move around your own house pointing out the main 
components from inside and outside, and from different angles. Then discuss the sequence for building a house, 
i.e. the order in which the different components are added.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use positional language to talk about the relative positions of parts of a house (e.g. 
above, behind, beside, underneath, in front of, on top of).
Your child can copy the sequence of actions that you used to build a house.
Your child can compare their own house with yours, correcting any errors as necessary.

To establish the main structural components of a simple house (floor, walls, 
windows, door, ceiling, roof) and their relative spatial positions
To develop analytical skills – analyse the structure of a simple house
To develop the ability to copy a simple construction by replicating a whole 
sequence of actions after the event
To develop the ability to plan co-operatively, negotiate roles and work as a team
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Single-Storey House (Building by Imitation – Copycat All at Once)

Show your child all the building blocks that you are going to use, naming them one by one. Give them the basket containing the same set of building 
blocks as you have.

Say: Do you remember the game Copycats, where I am the Clever Mummy Cat and you are the Clever Little Copycat? We’re going to play that again 
now! I am going to build a house, and I bet you can be a Clever Little Copycat and copy me perfectly. Only this time, the little Copycat can’t start 
building until Clever Mummy Cat has finished. So watch carefully! Remember, you can’t start until you hear me say, ‘Copycat, Copycat, can you do 
that?’ Ready? 

Build your house according to the sequence here:

As you go along, talk about what you are doing. Point out the spaces for the windows and at the end, the block for the door, showing how it opens 
and closes. 

When the house is complete say: Copycat, Copycat, can you do that? Observe your child as they build their house. Use questions to pre-empt any 
serious mistakes. When they have made their houses successfully say: This Copycat is so clever! They watch very carefully, they stay focused and they 
copy me perfectly!  

Finally, if you’re not doing the next activity below, allow your child to play with the play people in the two houses.

SINGLE-STOREY HOUSE – continued
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Note: This part of the session is only for those of you doing it with more than one child at once, and therefore with more than one set of blocks.

House for the Seven Dwarves (Building According to Group Design)

Remind your children of the story of ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’. Explain that all their lives, the dwarves dreamt of building a big house so 
that each of them could have their own room while there would also be one special room for Snow White. 

Ask your children to build the house of the dwarves’ dreams. Tell them that they need to work together to design and build the most fantastic house 
that they possibly can. Suggest that they discuss their plans first, then choose the materials they need and finally start to build. Give out small toys, 
and allow time for imaginative play afterwards.
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