
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Access to all the blocks 
from the set

 A piece of A4 white paper 
and a pencil for you and 
each child doing the session

 A circle of blue card/paper/ 
felt, approximately 55cm in 
diameter, for the ‘lake’, and 
a circular piece of green 
card/paper/felt, 
approximately 35cm in 
diameter, for the ‘island’, set 
up like this:

 Some small play people and 
animals

15–20 minutes

BRIDGES TO THE ISLAND

Holiday Island (Building According to a Collaborative Design)

Set the scene with your child by explaining that this is an island in the middle of a lake, and that your job together is to 
turn it into a perfect holiday island. Ask your child to close their eyes and imagine the holiday island. Ask: What can you 
see? What should there be on a perfect holiday island? (A zoo? A fairground? A playground?)  

Give your child a sheet of paper and pencil to draw their ideas and you do the same, to model sketching ideas on 
paper. Use questions to help them: What would you like to build? What is it for? How can the holidaymakers use it? 
What does it look like? What are the main components of the structure? 

Discuss all the ideas, including your own if there’s no other child doing the session, and reach an agreement about 
what to build on the island. Come up with a name for the island, and build what you have agreed on together.

Bridges to the Island (Building According to an Individual Design)

Bring some play people to look at the holiday island. Tell your child: The play people can see all the brilliant things 
there are to see and do on the island. They would love to go to the island to play in the park and visit the zoo, but how 
can they get there?  Discuss their ideas, for example: 

Swim? Everyone will be wet when they get there, and all the picnics and their personal belongings will be ruined. 

Boat? Quite a good idea. The problem is, there is only one place to land a boat and the boats are not big enough to 
take everyone at once. People will have to queue up to wait for a boat and they might get bored and fed up.

A bridge? This is an excellent idea. What are the problems? We don’t have any bridges. Do we know how to build 
them? Do we have enough blocks? One bridge will not be enough for all the visitors. Can we each build a bridge? The 
bridges must put people in a happy holiday mood, so can we build decorative bridges?

Agree with your child that you will each design and build a decorative footbridge to the island. Remind them 
periodically to first imagine the object that they are going to build, single out its main parts, decide on its external 
appearance. What is its purpose? What are the most suitable blocks for its construction?

Each of you now builds a footbridge to the island, and then let your child use their 
small toys for imaginative play once the structures have been completed.

Your child can work co-operatively on a joint design. 
Your child can plan and build structures according to their individual design.
Your child can use appropriate orientation language and vocabulary for the structural elements.

To foster analytical thinking
To encourage children to design and build their own versions of a structure 
To provide an opportunity to think about, describe and plan an individual version 
of a structure before trying to build it
To develop co-operative working
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