
 Pictures of skyscrapers

 A selection of your books, of 
all shapes, colours and sizes

 2 sheets of A3 paper – 1 
white and 1 grey

 Paint in a variety of colours

 A variety of paintbrushes in 
different thicknesses 

 Water

15–20 minutes

BOOKS AND SKYSCRAPERS

Books: Begin the session by exploring the shapes and colours of different books, and their spines, and talking 
about them with your child. Agree that they are rectangles (or mostly rectangles, if you happen to have some in 
unusual shapes). 

Then tell your child this short story:

Miss Carla is one of the librarians in the city library. This means she looks after the books, organises the ones on 
the shelves and helps people find the ones that they want. She just loves the variety of books that they have 
there in the children’s section of the library. So many colours and shapes and sizes! But she has an empty wall 
that needs some colourful art to fill it. So she has asked all the children for their ideas. 

One little boy called Jenson has had an idea to paint rectangles of different colours and sizes, to represent all the 
wonderful books in the library. Miss Carla loved his idea, but now he isn’t sure how to do it. Can you help him? 
Can you help him fill a large piece of paper with paintings of coloured rectangles so he can show it to Miss Carla? 
If she likes it, she will arrange for some children to come and paint a similar design on an even larger sheet of 
paper and hang it on the wall of the children’s section of the library.

Give your child the white paper and paint, and ask them to paint a picture of some books to help Jenson with his 
idea. You may want to lay out some books randomly on a flat surface to support them with this. Remind them to 
fill all the space on the paper, and support them with their techniques as appropriate. Encourage them to do at 
least four, as in the example top right. 

Your child can organise the space on a sheet of paper using rectangles.
Your child can explain they have painted pictures of books.
Your child can paint skyscrapers with windows.

To introduce substitution – the action of representing real objects and events by 
painting 
To develop artistic rhythm
To fill all the available space with a pattern of rectangles
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Skyscrapers: If possible, go out and look at some skyscrapers before doing this part of the activity. Alternatively, 
use the pictures provided that show skyscrapers from different angles. Discuss the shapes and purpose of such 
buildings (they take up a small amount of land space in crowded places like cities, and yet provide huge 
amounts of space for office workers, businesses and so on). 

Ask your child to paint a skyscraper with tall, thin rectangular windows on the grey paper. 
Praise specific aspects done well.
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