
 Picture of the Naughty 
Kitten and the Wool 

 Ball of wool

 Whiteboard, dry wipe 
markers and eraser

 Large sheet of white paper 

 Felt pens 

10-15 minutes

THE NAUGHTY KITTEN AND THE BALL OF WOOL

Tell your child the story of “Grandmother and the Naughty Kitten”: 

Grandmother was knitting mittens for her grandchildren and she fell asleep. Naughty Kitten had been sitting 
next to her and watching the wool. As soon as Grandmother woke up, Naughty Kitten pounced! She started 
playing with the ball of wool. She tugged and tugged at the ball of wool, just like this, and it began to unravel. 
(Unravel the wool on a big white sheet of paper to show the wool unravelling to form smooth, random and 
tangled continuous lines.) She tugged some more and soon it wasn’t a ball of wool any more, it was a tangle of 
lines. 

Show your child how to draw an image of the lines on the board. Model both correct grip and the rhythmic 
movement essential for the development of drawing/writing skills. As you model the drawing skill, comment on 
your actions, for example: 

“Look at the way I’m gripping the marker. Look at the way I’m moving my hand. Can you see how I’m creating 
the lines? They are long and smooth and all tangled up together. Can you see how I’m using all the space to 
show the tangled wool? Now you have a go. Try to copy me.”

Ask your child to imitate your work and draw the tangled wool on the whiteboard. While they are drawing, give 
advice about how to use the drawing materials, encouraging them to fill the whole whiteboard.

Your child can fill the available space with continuous curved lines.
Your child can explain that they have drawn the Naughty Kitten’s wool.

To develop spatial awareness when drawing/writing and artistic rhythm
To master the psychographic skills of writing
To introduce substitution - the action of representing real objects and events by drawing
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Repeat the activity on a large sheet of paper using felt pens. The kitten could ‘run’ round the table, cross the 
room etc. - model the drawing of the wool and then give your child turns, in different colours if they want. .

Paint your child’s face with 
whiskers before you start!
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