
 Pictures of 6 bears

 Pictures of 6 cups (see note 
below) 

 A set of 6 differently sized, 
actual cups or similar, for 
example stacking cups. 
Alternatively, you can adapt 
the story to incorporate 
objects of 6 different sizes 
that you do have at home. If 
you really don’t have 
anything appropriate to 
use, please use the 
printable cups provided 
instead (but you will not be 
able to fully achieve the 
aims of this session if you 
can’t use 3D objects). 

10–15 minutes

THIRSTY BEARS

Introduce the 6 bears with this short story, bringing out each bear at the appropriate point:

In a cute little cottage near a beautiful forest, live a family of 6 bears. They have all been playing football together 
in a clearing in the forest, and now they are coming home. Here comes the biggest bear, then a smaller one, then 
another smaller one… and so on. Set the bears out in a row, in the correct sequence from largest to smallest as 
each one ‘comes home’.

Look at the bears and talk about them. Focus on the way in which they can be sequenced by height. Ask your 
child to find the largest bear, then the smallest, then the next largest and so on. Mix them up as you’re talking 
and then ask your child to sequence them, starting with the largest first.

Then tell your child that the bears are thirsty and so they are going to give a cup of water to each one, but it must 
be the right size cup for each one.

Matching the cups to the bears: Show your child how to put out the cups under the bears. Say: Let’s give the 
largest bear the largest cup. Now we need to give a drink to a smaller bear. Which cup should we use for him? 
Let’s give the largest of the bears that are left the largest of the cups that are left… and so on.

Matching the bears to the cups: Once they’ve done that correctly, tell your child: Now the bears want to get up 
and play!  Pick up the bears and move them around at random as if they were ‘playing’ together. Then say: They 
are now thirsty again but they can’t remember whose cup is whose! Can you help each bear find it’s way back to 
the right cup?  Wait for your child to match each bear with the appropriate size cup and then say: Oh, that’s 
better! Now they’ve had some more water, they can go and play again. 

Matching both bears and cups when neither are in sequence: Move the bears around again, as before, as they 
play, but this time collect up the cups too. As you do it, say: I’m collecting up all the cups now to tidy up. Then 
have the bears shout ‘I’m thirsty again!’ Say: Oh no! I collected up all the cups and they need even more water! 
Can you give each bear their cup again?  If necessary, help your child by suggesting they look for the biggest bear 
and the biggest cup first, then look for the next biggest cup and the next biggest bear, and so on.

Congratulate your child on helping the bears get the water they need by giving each the right cup.

Your child can sequence a row of 6 flat bears in order of size. 
Your child can sequence a row of 6 solid cups in order of size. 
Your child can give each bear a cup of the corresponding size.

To extend comparative skills (compare the sizes of 6 flat and solid objects) 
To develop sequencing skills (arrange flat and solid objects in size order)
To develop comparative skills (arrange the flat and solid objects in parallel rows, 
each flat object in one row paired with a correspondingly sized solid object in the other row)
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Cut out each bear separately – if you leave some white showing, it must be relative for each one so the comparative height/size is not affected.
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Optional resource – read note on the previous page under resources before printing.

If using, cut out each cup separately – if you leave some white showing, it must be relative for each one so the comparative height/size is not affected.
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