
 The same toy bear as you 
used for EM15

10–15 minutes

THE BEAR SMELLS HONEY

Produce the toy bear, and tell your child that you are going to continue the story about the bear. Have the bear do the actions in the story:

A few days later, the bear was out walking in the forest when he smelled something delicious. It was honey! He walked towards the smell. As he got 
nearer to the honey he heard a sound. It went like this: ‘Bzz…bzz’. But the bear paid no attention, he just walked on. The sound got louder, ‘BZZ…BZZ!’ 
Still the bear paid no attention. Then, suddenly, there were a lot of bees. They all came buzzing around the bear. He waved his hands and ran away as 
fast as his legs could carry him. And the bees chased him all the way home!

Tell your child that together you are going to pretend to be the bear in the story. Ask them what the bear did first (he went walking in the forest) and 
do the appropriate actions as in the last session.

Play ‘The Bears Smell Honey’: Now say: The bear sniffs. He smells something delicious in the air. Its honey. Where is that smell coming from? Bear 
sniffs, and follows the scent. As you do this, stand still, twitch your nose and sniff the air; turn your head from side to side and sniff again, then move in 
a particular direction, still sniffing and twitching your nose as though following a scent. Encourage your child to copy your actions. Remember to 
continue using the bear’s wide gait.

Play ‘No, Bear, You Mustn’t! Don’t!’: Continue the story with appropriate actions and encourage your child to copy you: The bear followed the honey 
smell. Suddenly he heard a noise. It was a buzzing noise. The bear paid no attention, he followed the honey smell. Suddenly there were bees 
everywhere. They want the bear to stay away from their honey. The bear started to wave his arms about, trying to make the bees go away. But the bees 
buzzed, ‘Don’t touch Bear! It’s the bees’ honey! Don’t touch Bear! You mustn’t! You can’t!’

Show your child how to act out the bees’ message to the bear. Address the toy bear. Shake your head; hold up your index finger, point it at the toy 
bear and shake it from side to side in a gesture of denial. Encourage the children to look at the toy bear, repeat the words ‘Don’t touch Bear! It’s the 
bees’ honey! Don’t touch Bear! You mustn’t! You can’t!’ and to copy your gestures.

Play ‘Run away bear!’: Conclude the story: When the bear heard what the bees were buzzing, he was terrified. He ran all the way home as fast as his 
legs could carry him. He ran into his den and sat down to get his breath back!

As you tell the final part of the story, run clumsily back to your chair, sit down and breathe in and out heavily and calmly.

Your child can enter into the imaginative and emotional world of the story – pretending to be a 
bear walking and sniffing, running away from the bees and telling the bear to stop.
Your child can imitate behaviours and movements of a bear.
Your child can use communicative gestures to say no/don’t/stop/mustn’t/can’t.

To enter into the emotional and imaginative world of a story through movement 
To review a gesture for no/don’t/stop/mustn’t/can’t
To develop fluency in the use of a variety of communicative gestures
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