
 Pictures of stacking rings (if
you don’t have an actual set
of your own)

 Pictures of wheels

 A set of stacking rings
(optional)

 2 sheets of A3 paper in
different colours

 Crayons in colours to match
the rings

 Red, blue, orange and green
paint, plus water and a
medium brush

10–15 minutes

STACKING RINGS

Stacking Rings

Show your child either a real set of stacking rings or the picture of one. Discuss the circular shapes, the different 
colours of the rings and their differing sizes – how stacking them starts with the biggest ring and then each ring 
gets smaller as you get towards the top. Then, if you have a real set, lay some rings out on the floor like in the 
other picture provided.

Model how to draw circles of different sizes on some paper or whiteboard, and then how to draw an inner circle 
for each one to make the rings. Give your child a sheet of coloured paper and ask them to draw their own picture 
of the coloured rings, choosing the colours and sizes for themselves. You/your child can either lay out the rings 
first and copy them, or they can just draw rings of their choice.

Give them advice as necessary while they draw, encouraging them to fill the whole sheet so as to produce an 
attractive painting with circles of different colours and sizes.

Your child can paint circles and fill the available space.
Your child can explain that they have drawn and coloured stacking rings.
Your child can paint different coloured wheels.

To introduce ‘substitution’ – the action of representing real objects and events 
by painting 
To develop artistic rhythm
To fill all the available space with circles of different sizes
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Car Wheels

Look at some car wheels if possible right before doing this activity, and talk about the shapes seen. Then tell your 
child this short story: 

Mr Kim owns a garage. Some people who come to buy wheels for their cars complain that there were only black 
wheels and never any other colours available (show the pictures of black car wheels provided). Mr Kim has 
decided to make some wheels that are different colours for those people, to make them happy. Can you help him 
by making a painting of some wheels so that he can show it to those people, so that they can choose the colour 
they want easily? He wants to offer red, blue, orange and green wheels. 

Give your child a sheet of coloured paper and ask them to help Mr Kim by painting car wheels in those four 
colours. Model how to paint spokes if necessary (the exact design isn’t important). As before, encourage them to 
use the space on the paper well. When they have finished, compliment them on helping Mr Kim so that he can 
offer wheels in lovely colours to his customers. 
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