
 Pictures of pairs of objects 
in a dark and a light shade 
of red, orange, blue, green 
and violet: 

5–10 minutes

WHICH COLOUR HAS DISAPPEARED?

Note: In this session the focus is on shades, for example: light red, dark green. During the activity, your child may 
refer to shades of colour by other, everyday names such as pink, lavender, or burgundy. There is no need to stop 
them from using these colour words, but when they do, explain/remind them that these are names given to 
shades of colours of the spectrum, i.e. pink is light red, lavender is light violet and so on.

Introduction:

Place all the pictures on the table. Spread them out so that the colours all are separated and the pairs are clearly 
visible to your child. Remind them of the colour shade names – light and dark of each colour – for example: Look 
at the light green and dark green leaves. 

Play ‘Which Colour has Disappeared’?

Tell your child that they are going to play a game with you. Ask them to look at all the pictures that are laid out 
very carefully and try to remember all the colours. Then ask them to turn away or put their head down, and close 
their eyes, so that you can hide one of the pictures without them seeing which one.

When you have hidden the picture, ask them to turn back, open their eyes and guess which colour object has 
disappeared. To get it right, they must name the object and its colour shade, for example: dark green leaf or light 
purple flower. If they say, for example, ‘pink flower’, then ask them for another way to say ‘pink’. (Light red). 

After plenty of turns, or right away if your child finds this too easy, change the game slightly – lay the pictures out 
at random rather than in pairs. 

You can then swap roles with your child. Make some deliberate mistakes!

Your child can identify missing objects or pictures, naming their colours and shades correctly.

To develop colour and shade recognition
To develop colour and shade identification – name different shades of colour
To develop the ability to compare two objects by one of several properties 
(shades of colour)
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Cut out each of the picture cards separately.
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