
 5 rooms with different 
heights (floor in brown)

 5 measures – each to match 
the height of a room

 5 trees

 A tea towel or large cloth

 A measure for a bookshelf –
prepare a strip of card the 
same height as the distance 
between two shelves that 
you have in your home

 A pile of books – some taller 
than the measure and some 
shorter

 5 small figures

15–20 minutes 

CHOOSE A CHRISTMAS TREE

Before starting, set up a ‘forest’ by laying the trees out on a surface and covering them with a cloth. Then lay out the 
rooms in another area away from the forest. Put the toy figures next to their rooms. 

Set the scene with this story: It was nearly Christmas in Toy Town. The toys decided to go to the forest to get 
Christmas trees to decorate their rooms. The rooms were of different heights. No one wanted a tree that was too high –
it wouldn’t fit into the room. No one wanted a tree that wasn’t high enough – it would look silly. Everyone wanted a tree 
that was just the right height to fit his or her room exactly. So everyone needed a tree that was a different height. How 
can we make sure that everyone gets the right-sized tree for their room?  

The rooms: Listen to your child’s ideas. Get them to agree that no one can take a room with them if they go out to the 
forest! Tell your child that they are going to go to the forest with the toy and help them to choose a Christmas tree just 
the right height for that toy’s room. Ask them to choose a room/figure to start with. 

Then explain that to find trees that are the right height for their room, they will need to find a way to remember the 
height of their room. Give your child a blue strip the same height as the room they have chosen – the measure. Model 
how to check that the height of the measure is the same as the height of the room, commenting as you do it: See, I can 
line the measure against a wall of the room, with one end of the measure on the floor, to check it’s the correct measure.

Then explain that they can use that measure to choose a Christmas tree. Point out that the bottom of the tree has to 
stand on the brown floor of the room and the top of the tree must be near the ceiling. 

The trees: Go over to your forest and uncover the trees. Ask your child to come with the figure and the measure, to 
choose a tree the right height for their room. Show them how to place the measure against the tree with one end at 
the bottom of the tree – if the top of the measure just reaches over the top of the tree then this tree is the right height 
for the room. When they have chosen the tree for the room, pretend to be a woodcutter and carry the tree back for 
them, while they bring the measure and the figure back ‘home’. Have them put the tree into the room. 

Repeat for the other rooms. Let them go through the process independently this time – if they can. Congratulate them 
on helping the toys set up wonderful trees for Christmas!

Your child can use a measure to choose the correct Christmas tree for a room 
and the right books for a shelf.

To develop a strategy for ordering objects by height
To introduce measuring skills – use a measure to define height
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Library game: Talk about what a librarian’s job is. Then say: The librarian in our local library is off sick today. But there 
are books piling up everywhere. Can you help do one of her jobs – to sort out some books to put away? Give your child 
the pile of books and the measure. Ask them to use the measure to find out which books fit on a certain shelf. Ask 
them to divide the books into two piles: the ones that will fit on the shelf and the ones that won’t. Once they’ve done 
that, show them which shelf it is and ask them to check the books by putting them on to it. Give specific praise.
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Cut out each room separately.
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Cut out each room separately.
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Cut out each room separately.
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Cut out each tree separately, with little or no white showing.
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Cut out each tree separately, with no white showing at the top or bottom of the tree. Cut out each measure separately, with no white showing.
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